words was gathered. These were tabulated and printed out in two forms i 
in alphabetical order and in order of descending frequency and range. 

The principal purpose of the in^/estiga^ion was to produce workable 
word lists from the corpus of speech of adult black illiterates. How- 
ever, the population included in this study may itself consist of 
subgroups which are sufficiently dissimilar so that the vocabulary ob- 
tained may not be appropriate for the various subgropups. For this 
additional reason, this study attempted to answer several questions, 
within the limitations of the sample and the conditions of the Investi- 
gation! 

1« Is there a significant difference in the spont«ineous spoken 
vooabxilary of adult black illiterates obtained from two different geo- 
graphic areas, specifically Buffalo and Chicago? 

2o Is there a significant difference in vocabulary due to age of 
the informants? 

3# Is there a significant difference in vocabulary due to the sex 
of the informants? 

^» Is th©re a significant difference in vocabulary due to a 
change in stimuli? 

An addit3*onal factor that must be considered in the collection of 
oral vocabulary by interview, as compared with printed vocabulary, is 
the effect of the interviewers on the informants* It was a further pur- 
pose of this research to examine th© following questional 

5» Is there a significant difference in vocabulary due to the 
race of the interviewer? 

6* Is there a significant difference in vocabulary due to the sex 
of th© interviewer? 

Definition of Terms 

Illiterate » Although definitions vary in differen^i; situations, 
for the purposes of this study an illiterate is an adult who is reading 
at less than a fourth grade lev^l, as measured by the standardised 
reading test used in the school in which he is enrolled. 

Functional illiterate > Definitions also vary in this category, 
with reading levels or grades completed in school as tho criterion. 
For practical r</asons, in this study the term functional illiterate is 
used aooordiTig to the definition given in the source quoted. 

ABE . The initials stand for Adult Basic Education, which is fre- 
quently used to refer to education up through eighth grade. In this 
study ABE will be used to refer to the beginning levels of Instraotlonp 
corresponding to the first, second, and third levels in difficulty. 

Corws . The body of 263,72? woi^ds obtained in conversations with 
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th© popilfttirai safti?!^ and oan b© used for p?odaetim of ABE mt©rlfil@. 



Final Report 

Projoet No, IB018 
Grant Hoe CEX5-2-71-001S 



ASAHSIS OF WCM) FRBQOEflCIES IN THE SHOT 
LIHGUiJSE CF AKILT BUCK TTJ.Tygp&W-g 



Asxiotte S, Stein 
Stats University of New Tork at Biiffalo 
Bttffaloj Ne» Tork 
Septeaber 1972 



Tl^ raseareh ra^xMrted h©a?®ia was psrfoisaed parsnant to a grant with 
tha Office of Kda^tloj, U.S. Department of Heal«i, Edaoatl^j &xA 
Welfare, Ceatraetors xmilortaklttg sueh ppojeots tmder Gcyf«n®9Ht 
spcMsorshlp ar© eaeofaraged to 9:^ess fre@l7 tlMlr prefeeslwigil 
;^dgment in the oeoduot of tha proj^ot, P&into of view ©r oj»iBl«iB 
stated do not 9 therefor© 9 moegsarlJy represent offieial Of£leo of 
Edaoation poslticsa @a* pelloj. 



O.S, lEPARTMEMT OF 
HEALTH, mjCASim, AND WEIPARE 

Office of Edjiaation 
Bureau of Research 
(Regi«ial B'-aearoh Program) 



PREFACE 



Tho c<^pleti<si of this pro;5ect is du© to the ef f 03?ts of waxs^ 
people 9 9xA I i»ish l^re to express nor appreojLatl^o 

To Dr* vrillisa Ell^r, Chftlnaan of the Deparl^snt of ELesentaasy 
and R®3!^dial Eduo&tlon at the State IJniTerslty of Near York at Buffalo, 
goes isQT de#p apps^ois^ti^ for hia omtrlbatixais to the design of the 
staci^ and his o^tlxsaed helpo I aa aspeolSUy gratefol to Dre Ao 
Brown of the Universitsr of Northern Colorado for originally eru^stlng 
the n@^ for this researoh axid to Dre Roger Vfo Sboy of th® Cmter for 
Applied Lingoistios for his ad^iooe 

The projeot ocnld not bs^ been 0(aBpl®ted tdthoat thB skills 
assistance of t^ie foUc^idjag ooUeagues who served as intervid^2^t 
Hr« John Dillard, Hr» John Dixim^ Mrso Faas^ Re@r78S| Hro Zachario 
ClmmtQf and Mro Arthor Steix^i vho also e^tributed to the statistic 
oal design and interpretation of the stu^o 

For the vriting azni ex0eati<aa of a o<a^eK c^puter prc^aa^ I wish 
to thank Mr* Roger Campbell and Hiss Sidney MoCartiiy of the Stat^ 
Unlversltisr of Ne^ lork at Buffalo Coapater Ceeater. To Ifrs© Mary Ann 
Diatriok goes w ^l^dial appreoiation for dessazadlng seoretarial serrrioes 
aoompGLlsl^ with skill and gc^ hosaoro 

I o^e a special debt of gratitude to the officials of the b^3?ds of 
edncatl^ in Buffalo and Chicago end to the p^^cipals $xA teachers ^o 
graciously consented to aTLo^ us to work in their sohodsd la additi^^ 
I grateftGLly aokne^^ladge the ocmtributi^ of the inf o^ants who volsm^.^ 
teered to ][^.rtici|^te a^d vithoat whose oooperati^ the sims^ c^ild not 
have been us^ertakene 

Finally 9 I wish to express gratitude to the U .So Office of Eduoa-- 
tioi for thdir sup^^t of this project* 



ERIC 



ill 



TABLE OF CdlTSITS 



ABSTBjiCT 
PRXFACE 

TABLE OF CCRTENTS 
LIST TAB3UBS 

:3tat^©at of Preblaa 
]^/po©© of ths Inr@stigati®a 
})0f ixiiti(m of Terns 

He Snrveiy of th© Literature and Researoh 

Ito Problea of Illit®rapy 
iToblms in. Literacy Edaoati<m 
IhQ Disadvantaged L^an^ar 
thQ Ccmtrlbati^ of Linguistics 
Word Lists ami Reading Diffloxilty 
Spoksn Lax3gaago Stodiss 

III* Hathods md Proosdares 

The PopiL^ti(m Sample 
Interceding Proeodores ©nd Materials 
Prepar&ticm of Data for C<^pat3r Processiag 
AD&3y@i8 of Datai 

IVft Restdta and Analyses 

Analysis of Word List 

Cms^tsm of Three Adult Word Lists 



V\ Rooi^end&ticms 

Applioatica of Word List 
Rpoosdural Llsitati^Qis of the Stu4y 
Ftirther Uses of the Data 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHST 

APHSNDIX it Desoripticaj of Pictures Used in Interv?.ews 

APP^H l?i Sample Pago of Range Values for Ir^iex Classes ^th 
Subtotals for ti^ Five Variables 



Page 

iU 
ir 
vi 
1 

1 

2 
k 



6 
7 
9 

9 
11 
12 

15 

15 
19 
21 
22 

25 

25 
28 
30 

31 

31 
31 
32 

33 
38 



40 



ERIC 



iv 









Table 




Page 


1 


Birthplaos of Population Sazaple 


16 


2 


Nuab^? of Xe^s Lived in Present City 


17 


3 


Distributiois of Age and Sbx in tha Ssapl© 


16 




Number of Interview Obtained Aooording to Raoe and Sm 
Int^rviowrs 


I of 

18 


5 


Word Typ^s /Variables for Whloh "X^ > 6.63 


26 


6 


Incid@ne© of St^in Words in Laubaoh axwi Kitsel Lista 


29 



ERIC 



Chapter It latroduotiffl 

Illiteracy should not a serlws problem in tte Unit^ States, 
Aoeording to statis+dos o^piled frosi census data, sohool at^ndaaoo 
and literacy rac^s have inesreaeed steadily sine© 16^^* However, tfea 
i960 C9n0ut3 r^f?©aled that apprcKlaately ten aillioii adults wer® fuac- 
tiomlly illit©ratoo This Is probably a v^ry oc^serrativ^ figur© 
siaoe th® bureau dofix^d an iUiterata as an ©4ult of at l@ast 

tiitaty^foay 3r©ars with less than five years of fonaal educati^, A soz^ 
realistic definition vould include young a<lalts bet^^aa the ages of 
oights^ and tsentir-four^ 

Th@ a»3, Offic© of Educaticm estiaated rQcent3y (Vonn^ 1970) that 
ferenty^four million Africans ei^t^en years and oror are f xnetio^Hy 
illiterate • In additi<m» an estimted eight to tsfelve laillloa childreik 
now in sohool hare such sericms trading probl^s that thsy are headed 
for functi<sial ilHteracy» 

Illiteracy and iiie noror o^oept of fttncti<sial llliteraoy la a 
technological soeietg^ have be^ analysedp defined^ and deplored, fi^a^e 
is general agrement that illiteracy results in unnecessary wm©t© of 
huaan potential frc^ both ti^ individual and th® nati^al stasdpoisit. 
Yhere Is also general egre^sent t^t efforts to substantially r^e© il*- 
literaey have been uasuooessfalo The abiHty to read xgight enable 
miUi^^ of Aserio^ families to break out of the poverty ^cle. Keth«> 
ods emplcyed to date l^ve not sufficiently r^aoed the i^^obleaa 

Federal reo^^gni^tion was given to the probl^ wh©u tte Sconemlo 
Opportunity Act of 1^ included an attack <m adult illiteracy in its 
"irar m poverty*" Title n B defined adult basic educaticm as 

oeeoleo^tary level educaticm for adults with esaphasis on 
the ecs^Qzdcatien and c^p^tational skills au<& as reading^ 
uritingy speakingy listening^ and arithiaetioi and using as 
ci^tent f OOP teaching these skills such ezperianees as e«m- 
suigsr buying practices 9 health habits^ relations with other 
n^iabers of tfe^ family aM c<aEaunityj h<^@iaaking aiui citi@en«» 
ship 3resp<msibilitiese 

AppQ?opriat® books asal teaching B^terials had been largely un^ail« 
able until tte pttblioatton in 196if of 3RA«s Rgi^^ ^ 1^ Gm^ , 
Fdlett's 1^ Suooeis in 1^5^ and ^ Saslg Im^s^ 

ISffi^ ia 19w, The need for suitable adult bi^io. eda®^t4®a 
liat^rialso h^^^er^ ^as not i^t by thest syst^Se Tl^ Ore^iLslgh 
report (1^) ^ssaaia^ ti^so interns (and also the A^]^q^ I^o^s^ve tg 
3.^) and ccs^duded that th^ all ne^ed to be l^pow^ and adapted 



to the needs of disachrantaged adults. 



Adult interest materials developea by Heding, Lanp;uage for a 
Future, (196?) were used in a methodological study conducted in adult 
basic education classes in Buff^-lo public schools by Brown and Newman 
(1968). The adult-oriented materials were well received by both stu- 
dents and teachers, but it became apparent that supplementary materials 
were needed to provide reinforoe-.ent. Additional stories, comprehension 
exercises, end supplementary reading were written using the vocabulary 
of the lessons j and articles considered of interest to the students were 
rewritten in simpler language and style. There was also a contirraiiig 
Search for published materials suitable to the needs of beginning adalt 
readers. 

In the process several needs became clear. Instructional AEE 
materials that provide for adequate reinforcement should b© written, ]n 
addition, a readability formula that would measure the level of diffi- 
culty of ABE materials should be developed. This would make possible 
the evaluation of materials f ran various sources , which could then b© 
integrated into reading programs .appropriate to individual students. 
More effective instruments for measuring the levels of reading ability 
of ABE students ars also needed, both standardized tests and informal 
reading inventories. These needs can be mat more realistically if the 
speaking vocabulary of the populaticai of students is known, 

Po rpose of the Investigaticm 

The study of linguistics emphasizes the fact that oral language is 
primary, Reading and writing, the other dimensicms of language, are de- 
pendent upon the oral language. Therefore, illiterate adults, who are 
capable of oonammioating through speech, must learn to relate the ele- 
ments of their spoken language to the printed language, Acoordins to 
McDavid< 

A reading prograin, in any language, at any stage in a 
student's oar««r, is likely to be effective in propor- 
tion to its use of the language habits that the student 
has acquired in speaking, (196!j'i207) 

There is widespread agreement in support of this view fr<^ lin- 
guists and reading specialists, giioh as Goodman (I965) and Shuy (I969), 
to literacy specialists, such as Gray (1956) and the Laubachs (1960). 
In his monograph for UNESCO on teaching beginning reading to adults, 
Gray (l956) r©o<aaB©nd©d limiting the vocabulary as much as possible to 
the three hundred most frequently used words in the everyday language of 
?dults, UNESCO incorporated this advice in its handbook, Simple R iding 
Materia^ £021 Adults i Its Preparation and Use (1963) , 

Lorge (1944) outlined the research ctsicemad with word lists as a 
major factor in the process of coranrunicaticai. Since the turn of the cen- 
tury, word counts have been made to detemlne the most frequently- 
occurring words in printed, written, and spoken language. Word lists 
for many special purposes and populations, including the adult illiter- 
ate, have been caapiled. The Laubach Streamlined Enp^lish Combined Word 



Lists (i960) consists of the Thomdike-Lorge list of 1,000 most used 
words plus some 700 other words, which are "words found useful in writ- 
ing materials on many non-technical subjects," Hitzel (1966) is more 
Sj. icif ic in giving the sources of The Functional Reading Word Ljst 
for Adults . Her purpose was to identify the basic words an adult needs 
to know, and to that end she gathered 500,000 running words from reading 
material the general public encounters. These sources included gwrera- 
ment pamphlets, newspaper and magazine articles, application blanks, 
store signs, general advertising, menus. Yellow Pages of the telephone 
directory, union literature, religious tracts, TV conmercials , and 
political campaign literatvire. A comparison of MJLtzel's 5,000 word list 
and the Lorge-Thomdike 5,000 word list for adults shows only 66 percent 
overlap. 

The purpose of tl is research is to cjanpile a word frequency list 
based on the spoken language of the illiterate population, A large pro- 
portion of urban illiterates are Negroes , many of whom have migrated to 
northern industrial centers from the South, where they had received some 
degree of educaUon. To a lesser degree, the group elao includes adult 
iJegroes who attended school in the North. This investigation is con- 
cerned with blacks who are native speakers of English rather than with 
those illiterates for vrhcm English is a second language. 

At this point soma mention should be made of the scope of word 
lists. The size of the corpus, or number of running words used for the 
frequency count, ranges from 100,000 to ofver 000,000. The sources of 
the corpora, printed, written, or spoken, vary according to the parcoses 
or choices of the researchers, as indicated earlier. As a result, dif- 
forences between lists of words of even the highest frequency have been 
demonstrated (Card and McDavid, 1966). If this is true of general pur- 
pose lists of printed English such as the Thomdike (1921) and Brown 
University (Kucera and Frexicis, 1967) lists, then word counts of spoken 
.--nglish can also be expected to reflect the peculiarities of their corpora. 

No matter how general or specific the questions or other stimuli 
may be in eliciting free-flowing speech from informants, the respcases 
consist of a sample of the individual's vocabulary. The same set of 
stimuli at anotJier time, under different circumstances, or with another 
interviewer could produce a different sample of words. More importantly, 
varying the stimuli could also be expected to change the sample. The 
number of informants used in obtaining the corpus affects the breadth of 
the sample, but the words obtained represent a subset of the total 
spoken vocabulary that 3an be used by the population. The usefulness of 
such a subset vocabulary is not n^jcessarily diminished by the fact that 
it does not -laim to represent all the words known and used by a popula- 
tion. It still represents a valid sample of words that can be a useful 
guide in writing beginning reading materials, in constructing reading 
tests, and in checking the readability levels of books and tests. In- 
deed, perhaps the most important product of this investigation may be 
also the simplest to '^taln, namely, that subsot of oral vocabulary that 
is conmon to most of ^ informants. 



In the process of this investigation, a corpus of 263, 727 running 



words was gathered* These were tabulated and pr^jited out in two format 
in alphabetical order and in order of descending frequency and range t 

The principal purpose of the investigation was to produce workable 
word lists from the corpus of speech of adult blaclc illiteratsse How- 
ever, the population included in this study may itself consist of 
subgroups which are sufficiently dissimilar so thjtt the vocabulary ob« 
tained may not be appropriate for the various subgroups. For this 
additional reason, this study attempted to ^swer several questions, 
within the limitations of the sample and the conditions of the investi- 
gation t 

1, Is there a significant difference in the spont^aieous spoken 
vooabxilary of adult black illiterates obtained from two different geo- 
graphic areas J specifically Buffalo and Chicago? 

Zi Is there a significant difference in vocabulary due to age of 
the informants? 

3» Is there a significant diffeience in vocabulary due to the sex 
of the informants? 

^. Is th^re a significant difference in vocabulary due to a 
change in stimuli? 

An additional factor that must be considered in the collection of 
oral vocabulary by interview, as compared with printed vocabiiary, is 
the effect of the ijiterviewers on the informants. It was a further pur- 
pose of this research to examine tha following questional 

5o Is there a significant difference in vocabulary due to the 
race of the interviewer? 

6, Is there a significant difference in vocabulary due to the sex 
of th© interviewer? 

Definition of Terms 

Illi-cerate ft Although definitions vary in different situations ^ 
for the purposes of this study an illiterate is an adult who i3 reading 
at less than a fourth grade levsl, as measured by tho stand^rdiaed 
reading test used in the school in which he is enrolled, 

Fv\nctioQ^ illiterate > Definitions also vary m this category ^ 
with reading levels or grades completed in school as tho criterion. 
For practical rt^^sons, in this study the term functional illit^erate is 
used aocordirig to the definition given in the source quoted^ 

ABE a The Initials stand for Adult Basic Education, which is fre" 
quently used to refer to education up through eighth grade. In this 
study ABE will be used to refer to the beginning levels of instruction ^ 
corresponding to the first, second, and third levels in difficulty. 



Corpus 0 The body of 263,72? woi^s obtained in con^rersations with 



128 inforinants. These words were transcribed verbatim as recorded on 
tapes • 



^ord t yj^ . This term refers to a set of distinct words which have 
the same spelling o No attempt was made to differentiate accortfing to 
ipeaning* Ir\TLeoted forms and contractions, since they are spelled dif- 
ferently, considered word tjrp^s and are listed sej^'^p-^^' 

FreQuen oy> This refers to the total number of .^oh word 

type was used in the complete corpus. 

fiigga* Thid refers to the number out of the total group or of a 
subgroup of the 128 informants who used a word type at least once. 
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Chapter Ui SuryeT si Uterat^^ yjg Resaaroh 



This chapter trtll present further documentation of the eztent of 
Illiteracy in the United States and of fJO^ of the pr^>bl^ ia^clved ia 
ivv^ reductioaae Thia will be followed by a discuesi^ of sc©e of the 
oh^actii^ristios of disadvantaged learners o A revie^r of the research re- 
l^'.ted to tl^ role of lingnistlosp wrd lists sstd reading difficulty, and 
spoken language studies idU conclude the chapter. ?rm the ©xt^siv^ 
literature amilable <m these iraricms topics » <may the most pertinent 
were chosen for iaclusieat 



5M M imter^cy 

It is surely self-evid^t that a o<^mnity in ^hioh 
©verywie can read and write— Aether or not it has a 
developed educatiosial syst@a<«is in far better ccaditicn 
to maintain itself aed improve its position in the circum- 
stances of th© mwlera ^orld than u oo^ssxmXtf in which <m2y 
a limited number of people are literate « 

Jeffries wrote these words in 196?, referring to illiteracy primarily as 
a problem with ^ch underdeveloped countries needed the assistance of 
the developed western world, Ee quoted the OIESCO report of I963 ^titled 
H2£2^ QmmAm l&s: QalTfr^al Uteraev t 

Free and oosapasory educatlcm for children met be 
establish^ everywhere so that the world should not be 
"o<sfitisafaoas3y flo^d with new waves of illiterates"! 
but tl^re mxQt at the same ti^ be a large«©cale adult 
literacy campaign© Eaoh op^rati^ was essential for 
the sueee@0 of the other* (1S^7«73) 

TW© report expresses the ccsaotly held belief that universal 
cati®i wwld result in general llteracyo This belief would apj^ar to be 
substantiated by th^ results of a survey pablishad by DHESCO the follow- 
ing year* Of the c ghty^ight entries that provided the requested 
infonaati^si^ t^nty^five stated that there was no longer an Illiteracy 
problem within their adult poimlations* 

Frra ©xplanatiosis given in certain replies we learn 
that tb© countries which have no lit®ra<^ preblem are 
tho^ in which edncatiosi was laade oomimlsory ex^ placed 
within the reaeh of ervery child so long ago that the veyy 
8ourr,e of illlteraoy feas dried up. Certain centres of 
isoliited cases of iUitaraoy -oay reaain but there are 
vays of flading these and dealing with thesa (military 
services^ penitentiaries, or re-educatlcm centres )« 
(1964t^) 



The United States was cited as ca© of the group of tw^nty-fi^ that 



no longer has an mitoracy problem. However, as the census data cited 
In ..hapter I jjidio«ites, the problem of illiteracy in this country not 
only exists, but is increasing. The assumption that universal education 
necessarily results in universal literacy appears unjustified. 

The discovery of a widespread literacy problem in the United States 
? i^S® f.^t'^ by World War II and its great ne^d for military manpower. 
Goldberg (1951) quot«s the Director of Selective Service, who assumed 

that American education was so general that surely there were no persons 
who had not attained the equivalent of a fcurth-grade education" (p. 11). 
^^Sn' ^ ^^""^ illiterates already in the Ars^ and 

^ country vho had been rejected solely on the basis 

of illiteracy, 

^, tJT^. comprehensive picture of the scope of the illiteracy problem 
is provided by census figures. In 19kO and I960 more than ten million 
adults twenty-.four years and older had less than five ye^rs of schccllng. 
Interest in the problems of illiteracy began to grow in the sixties in 
conjunction with concern with poverty programs and with the problems of 
^i'?!^?.^ c'Alturally and economically disadvantaged. Educators added 
i ijli^^racy to their list of special problems in reading education. 
In "Reading Instruction 196?" Sheldon stateds 

The problem of illiteracy in the United States is 
enormous. It is estijnated that th©re are more than elev-n 
million male adolescent and adult illiterates, and five 
hundred thousand semi-literate individuals leave the schools 
each year. (p. 272) 

The latest estimates of the extent of adult illiteracy were given 
by the U.S. Office of Education in 19';'0 (Venn, ■'970) whan the Right to 

/ . ^^''^'^'^f^y^' affirmed. The f igu: . has grown to twenty^faar 
million functionally illiterate Americans. The inclusion of young adiats 
between eighteen and twenty-five results in a more realistic and more 
alarming figure, 

Problen^s in I^j teracy Edueaticm 

The Amy training of illiterates is described by Witty (I965) as 
the largest and most successful program to bring illiterates up to fourth 
grade reading level. He considers the use of ftmeticsial materials and 
methods to be one of the significant factors in the success of the pro- 
gram, Which graduated more than 250,000 men from its training units; 

The preparation of the basic readers, supplementary reading, and 
audio-visual materials is described by Goldberg (1951). The readers were 
based on a graded easy vocabulary recommended for adults plus an Army 
utility vocabulary and were carefully planned to increase the vocabulary 
load gradually. It must be added that factors other than specially 
appropriate instructional materials and methodology contributed to the 
success of the program. The youth and motivation of the men, their full- 
time involvement in the program, and the availability of qualified in- 
structors were facilitating factors seldom foimd in combination in 
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civilian ABE programs. 



As early as 1930, Gray recognized the importance of creating begin- 
ning reading materials related to the needs and interests of adults. In 
the monogr&ph he lat^r wrote for UNESCO, The Teaching of Readinp and 
footing (1956), Gray set as the goal for begiiming readers the ability 
to read independently and with understanding any material limited in 
vooabulary to the 300 words most frequently used in daily conversation. 

^irown and Newtoan (1968) included an interest inventory in their ABE 
study and made the following recamnendatiais based on the data obtained 
and on avaluation of th^ effectiveness of the various tjrpes of supple- 
mentary materials used I 

Schools must provide materials and experiences having 
utilitarian value in order that students may feel their 
time investment worthwhile. Literacy materials must respond 
to the reasons the subjects have given for wanting to learn 
to read I to get inore education, to get a job, to learn 
speoial skills, to be able to read the newspaper or the 
Bible. In other words, reading should have immediate value 
for them. (p. 97) 

In a review of twenty-four ABE programs, Anderson and Nierai (1969) 
also asserted that disadvantaged adults require functional educational 
materials that are applicable to their situations. 

Textbooks and similar instructional materials will need to 
be constructed out of the experiences shared in the poverty 
sub-culture so that they are immediately relevant and 
practical as solutions to familiar problems, (p, 69) 

They also stated that 

...the language of the sub-culture differs from that of the 
primary culture. •.consequently, in order to insure that the 
desired m^ finlng is ooov^yed, it is necessary to detemine 
the vooabulary appropriate to the sub-culture, (p. 63) 

In addition to the need for instructional materialvS that satisfy 
adult needs and interests, there is a corresponding need for standardized 
adult reading tests. Anderscsi and Niemi (I969) found that the tests used 
in the ABE programs they reviewed were almost exclusively developed for 
and standardised with middle-class children. Brown (1970) pointed <mt 
that using children's tests with adults 

tends to provide invalid results. . oMost of the standard- 
ized tests in use at the present time are built on the 
vocabulary and concepts contained in basal readers and, 
naturally, do not attempt to measure much of the vocabulary 
and concepts of adult-oriented programs, (p. 157) 

Otto, Ford, and Nicholson (I966) indicated that reading tests based on 
adult reading needs are needed not only for evaluation purposes, but also 
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to facilitate appropriate placement in ABE programs. 

The Disadvantaged Learner 

The decade of bho sixties produced a groving concorn and body of 
liter&tur© related to the problems of urban education. Riessman (1962) 
indicated that one out of three students in the schools of our large 
cities could be described as disadvantaged. The cultural deprivation of 
disadvantaged learners results in what is variously described as paucity 
of concepts, restricted or impoverished uso of language, or verbal des- 
titution (Ausubel, 1965? Dautsch, 196^^-1 Edwards, I969; Havighurst, 1964; 
Newton, 1960), Most of the studies are concerned with the effects of 
socio-^ooromic deprivation on children and adolescents. However, the 
family and the neighborhood community are cited as providing the most 
influential and restricted verbal models. 

The role of parents was described by Liddle and Rockwell (1964) as 
crucial in children's language development. Olim (1970) further reasoned 
that maternal language style is a variable that affects children's cog- 
nitive development » 

From significant adults in his environment, the child 
learns what is important for him to attend toj how to give 
order, structure and meanirig to the relevant environmental 
stimuli I and how to process, both directly and represonta- 
tionally (symbolically), the information he attends to. 
The mother's first words, when she shows her child objects 
and names themt have a decisive influence on the formation 
of the chiid^s mental processes, (p. Z^7) 

Literate parents have the facility to be supportive of the efforts 
of the schools to improve the language and reading skills of their chil- 
dren. ^3rown and Newman (I968) foujnd that the need and desire to help 
their children and grandchildren was one of the reasons frequently given 
for attending A3E classes. In fact, Labov and Robins (I969) concluded 
from their study of adolescent boys and adults in Harlem that the adult 
Negro community is almost unanimous its desire for correct speech and 
lai-'guage development. 

The Co ntributi on of Linguistics 

The concept that black children might not be deficient in language 
development, but instead have a different language system is the thesis 
advanced by a growing number of sociolinguists. iVhether this language 
system is referred to as a nonstandard dialect. Black English, nc«i- 
standard Negro English, or «Merican, it is the language the child learned 
in his heme and ccmiraunity« Goodman (I965) sta-'^s that "all dialects are 
equally adequate for the needs of the subculture of which they are a 
part" (p. 854). 

In response to the widely held belief that disadvantaged children 
have limited vocabularies, Sbjiy (1970) wrote t 

Yet, nothinp^ in the current research of sociolinguists 



9 



supports this idea. Several different reasons can be 
given for the rise of the notion that children in dis- 
advantaged homes have limited vocab\ilaries. It may be 
that the investigators proved to be such a cultural 
barrier to the informants that they were too frightened 
and awed to talk freely, or that the investigators simply 
asked the wrong questions or that the interviewee's life- 
style sijnply requires a different lexicont (pt 122) 

The examination of American dialects was of major interest to lin- 
guists when Kurath directed the gathering of d«.ta for the Lingjuistic 
Atlas of New England (19^3) . The emphasis of the Linguistic Atlas pro- 
ject was to account for linguisUc variation, particularly in lexicon, 
in tentis of historical settleaient of the geographic areas of the country. 
Informants were divided into three social groups and two age groups (.old 
in contrast to middle-aged and below) (Kurath, 1939tW-). However, the 
research design and sampling methods used were criticized by sociologists 
for errors in reliability and validity, 

Labov's (1966) study of the social stratification of English in 
New York City was the first to apply sociological procedures to the 
measurement of phonological variables. Shuy, Wolfram, and Riley (1967) 
in their stujdy of recorded Detroit speech extended their sociolinguistic 
investigation to include grammatical variables, Wolfram (1969) selected 
from the Detroit study a sample of Negro informants evenly distributed 
in four social classes. In addition, his investigation expanded the 
number of phonological and grammatical v*'riables, but restricted them to 
variables applicable only to the Negro cowraunity. 

Prior to Wolfram's study of Detroit Negro speech, there were other 
systematic analyses of the phonology and syntax of nonstandard Negro 
English, Dialectologists (Kurath, 19'^9j McDavid, 1965) had indicated that 
the American Negro, for the most part, spoke the language of the white 
men of his area and of his level of education. This point of view has 
been challenged by Creole specialists (Stewart, 196^; bailey, I965) who 
maintained that "presont-day Negro dialects are derived, not from British 
dialects as dialectologists have assumed, but from a Creole variety o^ 
English which was spoken by the earliest slaves" (Wolfram, 1969tll). 
','oifram concluded that traditional dialectologists are looking at the 
similarities between nonstandard Negro dialects and white dialects, while 
Creole specialists are concerned with the differences. 

The sociolinguistics who are not particularly interested in the his- 
torical origins of nonstandard Ne^ro dialects have been engaged in a 
systematic description of these dialects. The previously cited works of 
Labov, Shuy, and Wolfram and other research being done at the Center for 
Applied Linguistics in Washington, D.C. (Loman, 196?) have accumulated a 
substantial body of information concerning the phonological and grammat- 
ical structure of nonstandard Negro English. 

During the period of time that the descriptive sociollnguists have 
been active , little research has been concerned witii the lexicon of Ameri- 
can Negroes. Shuy (1970) suggested 5n an earlier citation that 
disadvantaged children may have a different vocabulary rather than a 
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limited vocabulary. Research by Foster (I966) indicated that black dis- 
i[idvAntaf2:ed adolescents frequently use a ^^cant" or vocabulary which is 
different from standard English. He stated that there are situations in 
which cant may be the only way they can express themselves. The orQy 
recent study of the speech of adult Negroes to include some lexical in- 
formation was done in Chicago by Pederson (196^). However, his main 
purpose was to describe the phonolo^ of his population sample. 

The stated purpose of Loman's (196?) study of tr.e speech of a group 
of black school children in the District of Columbia was to produce 
"scientific information on which a sound approach to the teaching of 
Standard English to these children can ultimately be based" (p, tx). 
Others (Baratz, 1969; Stewart, I969; Fickett, 1970) were concerned with 
the use of beginning reading materials written in the dialect of the dis- 
advantaged children. Goodman (I965) believed that dialect-based materials 
may be impractical, and Labov (1970) saw "no reason to believe that any 
nonstandard vernacular is in itself an obstacle to learning c The chief 
problem is ignorance of language on the part of al3. concerned" (p. :!87)* 

Word Lists and Reading Difficulty 

The vocabulary in a reading selection is tho most important factor 
in determining the leivel of difficulty of the selection. In his study 
of the developfnent of readability foirmulas, Klare (I963) stated that the 
"word" is the most important factor in preHicting readability and "ac- 
counts for the greatest amount of variance in available factor analyses 
of readability elements" (p. I65). The vocabiilary load may be estimated 
by a syllable count, but the most reliable formulas for lower level 
reading materials rely on the use of a word list to detennine the number 
of difficult words in the selection. Although Plesch (19^8) developed 
the most frequently used formula that is based on syllable counts, he 
stated that at the lowest levels reading comprehension depends largely on 
the decoding and understanding of individual, words. 

The first, and probably most influential, word list was compiled by 
Thomdike (1921) from frequency counts of literature. He also included 
a value for rang© based on the number of different sources in which the 
word occurred^ This volume was followed by extensions in 1932 and in 
19^ in collaboration with Lorge© A recent counterpart of Thomdike 's 
lists is The Standard Corpus o f Pyeaei^t-Day Edited American English , a 
ccHaputer-prooessed corpus of language texts assembled at Brown University 
during 1963--6^ (Kucera and Francis, 196?). Other notable lists compiled 
from varying sources include Horn's A Basic Writing Vocabulary (1926), 
derived from personal and buti'lness correspondence! the International 
Kindergarten Union »s A Study of the Vo cabulary of Children before Enter- 
inp the B^irst Grade (1928) ; Buckinghan- and Dolch*s free association stady 
of children's vocabulary combined with ten other woixi counts for A Cora- 
blned Wgj-d List (1936) 1 Rinsland's The Vocabulary of Elemeratary School 
Children of the United States (19^5T7"collected from school children's 
written work and the speech of first graders; Dale's Easy Word List 
(1943), composed of about 3iOOO words known by fourth-grade children; and 
Voelker's The One-Thousand Most Frequent Spoken-l^ords (19i^2), from 
speeches given by high school and college students. 
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Dale (1965) saw a need for future research in special vocabularies 
in various fit^lds, with more studies of spoken vocabularies and inajor 
emphasis on the disadvantaged. He still believed that word control is 
needed in pre]mring materials of instruction. The present study, which 
is designed to produce a list of the most frequently used words of adult 
black Illiterates, meets a?^l three of Dale^s criteriao There have been no 
research studies tliat could provide a list of words that would bo part of 
the moaning vocabulary of adult black illiterates, as indicated by the 
frequency of- occurrence in their speech^ 

The two known lists that were designed to serve the needs of il- 
literate adults are useful for their stated purposes, ^astery of the 
Mit^el list, which was compiled from reading material adults should be 
able to read, "would be equivalent to being considered literate" (1966t 
69) t The Laubach Streamlined English Combined Word List (I960) was also 
based on a frequency list, in this case the Thorndike-Lorge list of the 
1,000 most used words. In addition, the list included 700 additional 
words found useful in writing on non-technical subjects. 

The Mitael and Laubach lists represent vocabulary that adults need 
to know, whereas the list obtained from the present research study* repre- 
sents words that adult illiterates already know, at least in their 
speaking vocabulary. The ability to associate the printed version of 
these words with the already known spoken sounds of the words should 
bring the ABE student to the place where he can benefit from graded ma- 
terials utilizing all three lists. 

Spoken Languafi^ e Studies 

Metho^is used in compiling lists of spoken language have clianged 
considerably since the International Kindergarten Union (1928) collected 
its data* Its stated purpose was to compile a list of words whose mean- 
ing children know before entering first grade and that could be used in 
beginning reading. Conversations in the kindergarten and at home were 
recorded verbatim p and a set of questions were used to stljaulate chil- 
dren's reactions to pictures. The occurrence of each word was tabulated, 
including inflected forms and contractions, 

Voelker (19^2) was concerned with pronunciation drills for speech 
classes of adolescents. From a corpus of 100,000 running words in cre- 
ative speech making, he obtained a list of the 1,000 most frequent 
spoken words of older adolescents. He drew his data from four previous 
studies I 3,756 running words of speeches of high school seniors describ- 
ing a biblical picture; ^,289 running words of college seniors speaking 
on a subject of their own choice 1 23 1 856 nmning words in speeches of 
college freshmen on the subject, '-Many Hands Make Light Work"; and 31?^9 
running words of college freshmen on subjects of their own choice. 

The availability of tape recorders for obtaining spoken data and 




The vocabulary list obtained from this study will be referred to 
hereafter as the Stein list, 
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of coinptttars for analysing the data made possible more exteKsir© and more 
accurate studies of spoken vocabularies » Foreign language word studies 
for the purpose of improving seoond-language teaching liave b©«n described 
\xy Pfeffor ll96^). pr^ff9^8 E^^E^a^giiAt^ (1959) used spokon language for 
half of its corpus. The spoken vocabulary was derive frm 2?5 inter- 
vi©ws of about t^n mlnnt@s ©ach, yialdlng 321 9135 running words • 
Pf®ff©r'® spoken Oex^an wrd list il96k) ms dotalned fr<^ ^1 interview 
of twelve mljaut©© duration that resulted in over 595 > 000 running words o 
The cc^plexity of the Gen^ sent^oe and diversity of German dialects 
were the reasms given for using so large a number of informants q 

Howes (1966) coastiruoted a word count of spoken English for use in 
experiiaental studies of the language process. His list of word frequem- 
des was obtained frcsn a corpus of 250,000 wosrds of recorded interv5>ews 
with college students and hospital imtients* The corpis is cosaposed of 
fifty interviews of 5fOOO words eaoh# Of the subjects, t^nty wera stti-» 
dents, twenigr were hospital patients (free of cerebral defects or acut- 
diseases) 9 and one was a petient who was interviewed ten tis^ t-j 
evaluate the stability of word-frequency data for a single p^n^^oi. Th^ 
tables pr oroide thre© frequencies for each wordi xhe total nraber 00^ 
ourrences for the c^plet© corpis, the frequency in the 1(K)9000 f?<3ple 
fr^ student interviews $ and 1^ frequency ms iim 1(K),000 sample frm 
hospital patients t The 50^000 words obtained fr<sa a single subject are 
not list^ sejm'ately, but ar® included in the total tabulaticm of th® 
ooaplete corpasa 

The subjects were ©ncouraged to talk abrnut any subject but u-sually 
had to be started by a general ^uesticm, such as, '^Tell me what brought 
you to the hospital©" or "Tell me about the field you're aajorliag in©" 
The interviewer tried to say as little as possibld while keeping the caa« 
versation going e 

Verbatia transcripti<Mis into steBdard English orthography ^re 
made frea the tape recordings with Webster's Third lBteraati<mSl Dicti^- 
ary used as refarenoe* Standard contraeticms were listed as ^foken, but 
not Jbicsludsd were "elisicms natural to English speech, such as ^gossna' 
for 'going to' (except in rare instances where these were deDdberately 
proncmnced as dialect)" (p» 57^) • Neologisms were transoribed as pro-» 
nounced* 

The pwposes of the Shuy, V/olfram, and Riley (196?) research on the 
social stratlflcatlai of Detroit dialect, as well as Wolfram's (1969) 
subsequo^t use of p<xrtions of same data, have been describe earlier 
in this clmptero Tt^ research des^^ and methodology employed in the 
study were describe in ceasiderable detail in a later volume by Shuy^ 
Wolfram, and Riley (I968)* 

To ccmtrast the si^ech of the so-«<jalled disadvantaged 
with th^t of the more soclo-eoonmlcally successful^ tie 
Qtadff established a research design which had the following 
requir^entat 

(1) Randomly selecting approximately 700 Detroit 
residents, newoomars and natives, of four major 
age groups frm an enumerated papulatitm prorid- 
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ing as few biases as possible* 

(2) Intervie»/ing all of these randomly selected 
people with a standard questionnaire which 
yielded at least three styles of speech i 

(a) Conversational (largely narrative and 
descriptive) style. 

(b) Sirgle response style, (Short answer 
responses to questions designed to 
elicit short answers). 

(c) Reading stylet 

(3) Securing b&okgrouiid information about each 
informant (sex, race, age, birthplace, amount 
of education, etc,) which enables the research 
to correlate speech with social stratification. 

(^) Analy^iing linguistic data and correlating it 
with sociological information, (p, 3) 

The single response section of the questionnaire was phonetically 
transcribed by the fieldworkers for the linguistic variable correlation 
study 0 In addition, the convei^sational portions of certain tapes were 
selected for typewritten transcription into normal English orthography. 
These could be used for future gram^natical and phonological analysis, in 
conjunction vrith the tape recordings « 

The design and techniques of the Detroit language study, although 
encompassing techniques of phonetic transcription that were not appli- 
cable to the present study, proved to be a valuable reference in the 
design of this study. Methodology of the Howes study was also helpful. 
Effort was made in the design and procedures in the present research to 
eliminate practices and premises that appeared to be responsible for 
certain shortcomings in other vocabulary studies It is hoped that the 
adult black spoken vocabulary obtained from this research will contribute 
to the substantial elimination of adult illiteracy. 

In summary, word lists have been prepared from many sources and for 
many reasons. They have been based on printed materials, written cor- 
respondence, spoken vocabvilaries of selected populations, and combina- 
tions of these. The corpora range fron; moderate to extensive, and the 
sampling plans from well designed to haphazard. For the most part anal- 
ysis has been in terms of relative frequencies, with the exception of 
the Thorndlke and Brown University studies. In these studies, in ad- 
dition to frequency counts, the range of occurrence in the sources used 
was also analysed. 

In conclusion, there was no indication in the survey of the lit- 
erature that the vocabulary of the specific population of concern, 
namely adult black illiterates, has been previously studied. 
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ChAptar nil ^eth( .d3 Procedures 



Kollowing a description of the population sample, the methods and 
procedures of the research are outlined. This includes the gathering of 
the data, preparation of data for computer sorting and tabulation, and 
planned analysis of the data. 

The Population Sample 

The study was designed to obtain a list of words most frequently 
used in conversation by a group of" adults who could be considered repre- 
sentative of black illiterates attending basic literacy classes in large 
urban centers. It was decided to obtain a body of 250,000 words. In 
his study of adult spoken English described in Chapter II, Howes (1966) 
derived his tables of word frequencies frcxn a corpus of 250,000 words 
recorded in interviews with forty-one inxormants. 

A small pilot study indicated that about 2,000 words could be tape 
recorded in fifteen to twenty minutes, and it was decided that this 
woiud be an optimum length of time for the average subject. One hundred 
twenty-eight interviews of that duration would probably produce the 
planned 250,000 words and would encompass a broader population sample 
thnn was used in the Howes study. In actual practice, there were some 
informants who did not maintain free-flowing conversation long enough to 
provide 2,000 words. In a frw cases only about 1,200 words were recorded. 
Other subjects were much more loquacious, the longest interview running 
for about 5,000 words. However, most interviews were about 2,000 words 
as anticipated, and the total corpus produced was 263,72? running words. 

Half of the inter^/iews were obtained in 'Buffalo, New York, and the 
other half in Chicago, Illinois. There is some disagreement among schol- 
ars regarding the effect of geographic area on the lexicon. Linguists 
who have been involved in compiling the Linguistic Atlas have i .vesti- 
gated the variations of lexical items that prevailed in different 
geographic areas. Migration to large urban areas in the past few decades, 
however, may have effected the historical geographic speech characteris- 
tics. /Tiether the migration patterns of Negroes from the South have 
resulted in differences in vocabulary in widely separated northeiTi cities 
was a question that seemed important to this study. If there were sig« 
nificant differences in the language data obtained in the two cities, it 
would indicate that a combined list might be inappropriate. In the fall 
of 1%9, Shuy, whose research has ranged from linguistic atlas-type 
studies to linguistic analysis of urban language, expressed the opinion 
that there is no significant difference in adult black vocabulary between 
the large urban centers of the North. Vithin the limits of this study, 
an attempt will be made to answer the question, at least for Buffalo and 
Chicago. 

background information obtained from the informants included place 



of "-^irth and length of residence in either Buffalo or Chicago. Table 1 
lists the birthplaces separately for each city. All but nine of the 
Chicago informants came from the South, with more than half from Missis- 
sippi. Kight of the Chicagoans were bom and lived all their lives in 
Illinois. None of the Buffalo sample was bom in New York State^ and 
all but two came frcM the '3outh, with thirty-nine from the Southeast, 
Thus B7 percent of the Chioago sample was bom in the South and 9^ per- 
cent of the Buffalo sample. This is consistent with the results of the 
'^rown and Newman study (1968) which reported that 89 percent of the %f- 
ffllo sample came from the South. 



Table 1 

'birthplace of Population Sample 



Birthplace 


Chicago 


Buffalo 


Alabama 


3 


9 


Arkansas 


10 




District of Columbia 




1 


Florida 




I* 


Georgia 


3 


9 


Illinois 


8 




Indiana 




1 


Louisiana 


1 


3 


Mississippi 


36 


7 


'-Missouri 




1 


North Carolina 




5 


Republic of Panama 


1 




Pennsylvania 




1 


South Carolina 




17 


Tennessee 


1 


3 


Texas 


1 




Virginia 




3 


N 


61^ 


6if 



The number of years the informants have lived in the respective 
cities is given in Table 2, 

Although a few subjects in the sample populaticm have lived in 
their present city for as short a tine as one year 5 the median length 
of residence is fifteen years for both cities. This corresponds closely 
to the findings in the Brown and Newman study, in which seventeen years 
was the average that the subjects had lived in 'luffalo. 

v/ithin each city the informants were selected from adult basic ed- 
ucation classes and were all Negro native speakers of English who were 
reading below a fourth grade level. The reading levels ranged from 1*2 
to 3.9 as measured by the standardized reading tests administered to 
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each student when he enrolled during the school year of 1969-70t In 
'iuffalo, the Stanford Achievement Test (SAT), Prijnary I and Hp were 
used to measure level of reading ability. In Chicago, the Adult Basic 
Learning Ebcamlnatioai (ABLE) Level I was used in addition to the SAT. 



Table 2 

Number of Years Lived in Present City 





Chicago 


Buffalo 


Nximber of 
Years 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Median 


19 


13 


19 


14 


Mininium 


5 


1 


5 


1 

JL 


Maxiraum 




30 


k5 


45 
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Interviews were obtained in Buffalo from students enrolled in 
evening programs at Schools #53 > #^lf and /Joodlawn Junior High and in 
daytime programs at School #6 and the Work Incentive Program at the Man- 
power Centero In Chicago the informants w;re enrolled in dayt^ime 
programs at the Jackson Adult Education Center and the Doolittle Family 
Education Center j in both day and evening programs at Hilliard Adult Ed- 
ucation Center^ and in the evening program at the Medgar Evers School in 
East Chicago Heights. Arrangements to conduct the interviews had been 
made with the Assistant Superintendent of the Department of Education 
Extension of the Chicago "^oard of Education, the Director of Adult Edu- 
cation of the Buffalo Board of Education, and the principal of the 
''edgar Evers School in East Chicago Heights, 

The original plan had beon to obtain an even distribution of in- 
formants abcATe and below the age of thirty-five, Labov and Robins (1970) 
and I'^oster (1966) have demonstrated considerabl^i differences in the 
language of adolescents and adixlts, Pederson (1964) found that infor- 
mants over forty sometimes used old*-fashioned forms of the lexicon. It 
is generally accepted that children's and adolescents' vocabulary and 
reading interests differ from adults'^ Therefore, it would seem reason- 
able to question whether reading materials prepared for young adults 
would he suitable for students past middle age. Within the limits of 
the sample, and defining age thirty-five as the beginning of middle age, 
this study ^.^.U attempt to answer the question of whether there is a 
significant difference in vocabulary due to age. 

The study was also designed to compare the speech of men and women. 
Differences in interests might be reflected in differences of vocabulary, 
and this study vdll attempt, within tho limits of the research, to deter- 
mine whether sex differences are significant. 
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Unfortunately, the availability of students affected the age and 
sex distribution of the sample. The fi/^res in Table ^ reflect the dis- 
tribution in enrollment in the schools. Generally, then ar<3 more women 
enrolled tlmn men and more people over thirty^five than under^ The one 
oxoeption is the ap:e distribution of the Chicaj5;o women. The l^olusion 
of twice as many younger women as older reflects the oooperatian between 
the Department of Education Extension and Aid to Dependent Jh'^ldren. The 
bamily I'idu cation Centers provide for child day care and preschool pro- 
grams while young mothers attend classes. 



Table 3 

Distribution of Age and Sex in the Sample 





Chicago 


Buffalo 


Age 


■'ale 


Female 


t'ale 


Female 


< 35 
> 35 


7 
U 


30 
Id 


2 
19 


12 
31 



Thus it can b^ seen that there were thirty-nine male informants 
and eighty«^ine females, and of the total fifty-one wers thirty-five or 
youjiger and seventy-seven were over thirty-five. 

The other two variables examined, sex and race of interviewers, were 
controlled. One fourth of the total number of interviews was to be ob- 
tained by each of the followingt black woman y black man, white woman, 
and white man» After a while, it became clear that the two male inter- 
viewers would not be able to complete their quotas of thirty-two 
interviews each because of other demands on tbair time. Two other quA3« 
ified men were selected and trained to complete the interviewing. The 
original design for obtaining the interviews was mfiiintained, as shown in 
Table 



Table k 

Number of Intejrviews Obtained According 
to Race and Sex of Interviewers 





dlack 
Man (2) 


White 
Man (2) 


31ack 
V/oman 


.•rtiite 
V/'oman 


Chicago 


16 


16 (13 + 3) 


16 


16 


Buffalo 


16 (2 + 1^^) 


16 (3 + 13) 


16 


16 
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Interviewinr: Procedures and Materials 



'i he inter-viewing procedure by which the coruus was p:athared was 
designed to obtain a free flow of speech with as little constr^aint ao 
possible upc-n the subjects. Questions and other stimuli were planned to 
^'^o ar? neutral as possible since it was cc^sidered important to avoid 
forclrij^ the use of nny specific words. It was also considered important 
to the desl(Tn of the study to keep the stimuli as uniform as possible,. 
To this end, fill the interviewers participated in orientation meetings 
in which they discussed and practiced the presentation of the stimuli 
and the operation of the tape recorders. 

The use of pictures as stimuli for storytelling is a frequently used 
and effective means of eliciting speech* Bellak (196^) and Loban (1963) 
used pictures to collect samples of spoken language in their studies with 
children, Vor this study, fourteen picture?^? of the Thompson **'odification 
(19^9) of the Themtic Apperception Test were used. The Thompson version 
uses '^egro figures in a series of pictures instead of the pictures with 
whit>e figures in the original ^^urray edition (19^3). In addition to the 
use of picture st^nuli, several general questions (to br. oresei " later) 
were asked • The specific procedures to be followed during the tape- 
lecorded intei^vievrs were listed on a card included in each interviewer's 
oortf oliot 

The team of interviewers, tv^o to four at any given time, met at a 
school where an appointment had been arranged. The principal of the 
school had previously ^een informed of the purpose and general procedure 
of the Interviews and of the need of a separate room for each intervievrer . 
Generally, the interviewers were escorted to a classroom where they were 
introduced to the class. The principal investigator, who was also the 
white woman interviewer, and one of the black male inteiviev^ers alterna- 
ted in explaining the purpose of the interviews. It was emphasized that 
there was no testing involved and that many language samples were being 
collected in 'Buffalo and Cliicago schools for the purpose of producing 
better, more interesting books for adult beginning readers. The coopera- 
tion of the students was encouraged, but it was made clear that their 
pa>-ticipation was campleteljr voluntary • Generally, the first subject in 
each room returned after his interview to encourage other students to 
participate since "It was fun," or "I enjoyed talking." The fact that 
the subject was able to listen to a playback of a portion of his inter- 
view was an important incentive. 

As the interviewer an^ his informant walked to their assigned room, 
they talked about the r^^aearch study or '\ie student* By the time they 
were ready to settle down for the actual interview, rapport generally had 
been established. This wam--up period usually extended into the time 
that the Informant Data Sheet was being completed. During this time the 
informant was able to talk about himself in regard to his birthplace, his 
parents, his length of residence in his present city, and the kinds of 
jobs he had held, if any. 

The interviewer then introduced the pictures by giving the in- 
structions on the Procedure Card. The instructions were adapted from 
Thompson's (19^9) Manual for Tl.ematic A pperception Test , 
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I have some pictures that I am going to show you, 
and for each picture I want you to tnake up a story. Tell 
what has happened before and what is happening now. Say 
\;hat the people are feeling and thinking and how it will 
cane out. You can make up any kind of story you please. 
Do you understand? '/ell, then, here is the first picture • 

In the pilot study ^ sc^ne of the informants gave two or three sen- 
tence descriptions of each picture. It was decided that the interviewer 
would follow the above instructions by saying, "For example, look at this 
picture," and thon giving two different stories that could apply to the 
picture. "You see, there are many possible stories that can be told 
about a picture. There is no right or wrong story. Now, you tell a 
story about this next one." All the interviewers used the same picture 
for demonstration parposes and then placed the picture at the bottom of 
the pile, to bo presented last to the subject. (See Append3-X A for a 
description of the pictures used.) 

The subjects were encouraged to expand their stories, if necessary, 
by the interviewer asking nonleading q\iestions based on the informarit's 
own remarks rather than by introducing any new concepts or vocabulary. 
During orientation the interviewers were instructed to use nonintirusive 
but supportive canments such as **that's right," "I understand," "3r^s," 
"go on," "I see," etc. To guard against the inclusion of inadvertently 
suggested vocabulary, as well as to insure the accuracy of transeription 
of the tapes, the princij^l investigator proofread each typewritten trans- 
cription against the original tape recording. In a few cases sentences 
were deleted when it was clear that the interviewer * s use of specific 
words apparently prcxnpted the informant to repeat those words. 

Although the study was designed to have all the informants describe 
all fourteen pictures, this ras not oomplttely accomplished. Occasion- 
ally a subject stated that he could not tell a story about a specific 
picture. In addition » there were a few cases in which the storytelling 
appeared to be so difficult for the informant that the interviewer de- 
cided to go on to the questions rather than destroy the rapport© 

the storytelling was completed, the interviewers prc^eeded to 
ask the following questions! 

1) l^hat would you like to do in life? (Perhaps relate this 
to the kinds of jobs the informant has previously held.) 

2) If you helped to do the planning in running the govern- 
ment, what would you do? Alternate versiont If you could 
advise the Pi esident or the Governor on what he could do to 
make things better for people, what would you tell him? 

(If this question seems too vague to elicit a response, 
suggest the ar*as of poor people, education, and employTnent. ) 

3) This school seems to have an interesting program. Ho^-/ 
did you find out about it? 

^) Jhat are your favorite TV programs? '\Tiat do you like 
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about TV? ^hat don't you like? 



In -nany cases inforraants were able to rive descriotions of pictures 
that were sufficientXy detailed to provide a ten-minute lanpuac^e sample. 
The questions provided a further opportunity for free-flowinp; speech for 
those informants who were not ^?ood storytellers. An advantage of usinp 
the two sets of stimuli was that more than one style of discourse was 
obtained. In laost but not all cases, the recorded speech tended to be 
more formal than casual, and this tended to be more true for the pictures 
than for the questions. This seems to reflect a style appropriate to the 
student-^teacher relationship rather than an in~group style of speech, 
^huy, ,;olfram, and Riley (1968) had a similar experience in the Detroit 
study. "It is, nevertheless, one of the most important styles of speech 
used by Americans, for it is this style in which they make their moves 
up (or down) the social scale" (p, 28), 

6evornl months after the initial interviewing was completed, a 
sample of ten subjects of the original sixty-four in -Buffalo was used to 
test the effect of changing the stimuli. The subjects were seen by the 
same interviewers who worked with them in the original data gathering. 
Three men and four women were questioned by one of the male black inter- 
viewers and three women by the white woman interviewer. Thus, for this 
additional sample all the conditiwis were the same as in the first set- 
ting, except for the stimulus questions. 

The questions used to obtain the second sample were as follows i 

1) How do you feel about young people today? The way they look 
and dress? The situation in schools? The 18-year-old vote? 

2) .Hiat is your opinion about the president? 

3) How would you feel about having a black president? 

^) How would you feel about having a woman president? 

For the ^.ost part, the informants appeared pleased that they were 
participatLng in a study whose ultijnate goal would be of benefit to 
Xhemsolves, In addition, it seemed to be a satisfying experience for 
them wO be asked to express opinions about important issues. Perhaps 
even more unusual was the fact that t} :)ir suggestions were listened to 
sympathetically and tape recorded for the record o 

Preparation of Data for Computer Processing 

B^ach interview was transcribed verbatim from the tape recording 
into standard English orthography with Webster's Seventh New Collegiate 
Dictionary used as reference. However, words were not changed to con- 
form to the rules of standard English grammar. Inflected forms and 
contractions were transcribed as they occurred and were tabulated as 
separate word types. Certain elisions, such as "gonna," "kjnda," and to 
a lesser degree "^lessen" for "unless," were used frequently and W6r3 
transcribed as pronounced. Neologisms not found in l/ebster's were also 
transcribed as pronounced | and special allomorphs, such as "uhhuh" for 
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"yes" and "uhuh" for "no" were tabulated. All numbers were vrritten as 
words, and acronyms such as WIN (Work Incentive) were speUed as pro- 
nounced, without periods. Place names and personal names, if slightly 
mispronounced, were spelled correctly 

The transcribers v;ere Negro graduate students, except for two 
white transcribers, who were familiar with, and auditorially sensitive 
to, the black dialect. The transcriptions were made with great care to 
insure accuracy. When the transcriber was in doubt about some words or 
sentences, he consulted with the interviewer for assistaiice with that 
part of the tape. Any sections that could not be understood were then 
omitted from the transcription. As a further check for accuracy, the 
project director proofread each typewritten transcription against the 
tjipo recording. 

Ihe transcriptions were then typed into the Administrative Terminal 
.System (ATS) which was linked to an IBM Computer, System 36O, Model 
The interviews were stored in the computer on disk, and the ATS terminal 
^Iso provided a printed copy. The ATS print-out was then proofread 
against the original typewritten transcriptions, and corrections were made 
on the c(^put^r disk. A corrected print-out was also run off. 

Each interview was entered iiito the computer with identifiers for 
the five variables (geographic location, sex and age group of informant, 
sex and race of interviewer) which later were analyzed. All sentence 
punctuation was omitted in the ATS copy, since it was not needed for the 
v/ord counts. Only internal word punctuation (apostrophes and hyphens) 
was included. The original typewritten transcription provides a punctu- 
ated permenent record of the interviews. 

After final corrections were made on the 360 disk, the corpus was 
transferred to the CDC 6^00 Computer. A Terminal Job Entry (TJE) sought 
out the data from the 3^0 via a Channel to Channel Adapter (CCA), thus 
allowing it to be written on 6^0 tape. All further work was done on 
the 6400 1 and a computer program to sort, count, and print out the corpus 
in several formats was written. 

Analysis of Data 

The word lists ,^re the ,Tiajor output of the study. One was printed 
in order of decreasing frequency, listing the word, its frequency, and 
its range. The other list was printed in alphabetical order also vdth 
frequency and range figures. At this time it should be noted that fre- 
quency alone iii a spoken vocabulary count can be misleading. Frequency 
figures can be distorted by an informant's idiosyncratic speech habits, 
such as the habit^ial uso of phrases as "you kno^^r" and mean." Vore 
meaningful information is gained from knowing how widely a word is used 
within the croup of informants. For example, knowing that the word 
"praying" was used 16? times is not as interesting as knowinr, that sixty- 
six out of a total of 128 subjects used the word. In this example the 
sa-nplo ngo is sixty-nix. In the analysis of the ef^^ect of the five 
sets ot' variables, tho sarnole ranp,e figures were used rather than the 
frequencies. 
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The first one thousand word types of greatest sample range were 
urinted in alphabetical order with range values for each of the thirty- 
two possible ooTTi^inatiofns of interview situations, which are termed 
"indox classes,'' Each interview had ")oon identified when pat into the 
co'iputer V a sequence of five num>H>rs» 

Ki^'st nu7ii:)ort sex of interviewer Cl = male, 2 = female) 
3GCond numheri race of interviewer (1 = black, 2 c white) 

Third number: geographic area (1 = Buffalo, 2 = Chicago) 
• ourth nu'Tiberi sex of informant (1 = male, 2 = female) 

Fifth nnmber: age group of informant (1 = ^35, 2 =>35) 

Thus the index cxass representing a female informant over thirty-five 
who hod been jjnterviewed in Buffalo by a male black interviewer would be 
11122.* 

The index-class print-out made it possible to see the distr::bv.tion 
of a word type for all thirty-two combinations of the five variables. 
In addition, the subtotals of each word type were given for each of the 
variables. The data were arranged in this way to facilitate the testing 
of the following null hypotheses! 

Hq It There is no difference in the spontaneous spoken vocabulary 
of adult black illiterates obtained in two different geographic areas, 
specifically Buffalo and Chicago. 

Hq 2 I There is no difference in vocabulary due to age of infor- 
mants. 



Ho 


3i 


There 


is 


no differaice due to sex of informants. 




ki 


There 


is 


no difference due to race of interviewer. 


Ho 


5i 


There 


is 


no difference due to sex of interviewer. 


Ho 


6: 


There 


is 


no difference due to change in stimuli. 


The tests of 


the null hypotheses were conducted for the first 



thousand word typos, A computer progr^n to obtain the chi-square values 
for tne first five sets of variables was written to perform the equiva- 
lent of the following procedure. A 2 x 2 contingency table was set up 
for each combinaticn word typ-e and variable to be examined. For example, 
for the \^rd "able," the hypothesis to be tested was, in this case, that 
there is no difference in the use of this word insofar as the se^ of the 
informants is concerned. Then if the word was used by seventeen out of 
thirty-nine male informants and thirty-six out of eighty-nine female in- 
formants, the 2x2 table would bet*^* 



*In the print-out the index class identifier was written vertically 
to conserve space. See Appendix ^3, 

**'lho numbers in parentheses are expected frequencies. 
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ale Fenale 



No. of informants 
using "able" 



No. of ini'onnanLs 
not usinp: "ablo" 



1? (1^0 


3^ (37) 


22 (23) 


53 (52) 



39 



89 



53 

75 
12R 



To test the null hypothesis, the test was used with one degree 
of freedom, 

7C ^= 11246}! (3 6- 37 )^ + ^22-23)^ ^ (53-52)^ _ 

1^ 37 23 52 ~ '-^ 

This is not significant (could be due to chance) since "X^ = 6.63 
for one degree of freedom at the ,01 level. 

For the X test to be valid, it is reconiraended that with one de- 
gree of freedom each cell should have an expected frequency of at least 
5# Thus those word types with expected frequency less than 5 were not 
tested nor were word tjrpes used by all the informants. 

For the sixth variable, additional chi-square values were obtained. 
To test for randomness of selection, the first one thousand word types 
of the original interviews with the sample of ten subjects were compared 
with the first one thousand word types of the full corpus , Then a chi- 
square comparison of the first one thousand word tjrpes of the original 
ten interviews was made with the first one thousand word types of the 
second set of ten interviews with the sample group. 

In summary, 128 samples of free-flowing speech of adult black il- 
literates enrolled in basic literacy classes were tape recorded. From 
the verbatim transcriptions, word frequency lists were taoulated. The 
vocabulary lists were examined for the effect of geographical area, age 
and sex of informant, change in stimuli, and race and sex of interviewer. 
The list was also compared with the Laubach and Kitzel lists. 
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Chapter IV j Results and Analyses 

In this chapter, the word list is analyzed to determine whether 
one list is suitable for all adult black illiterates represented by the 
sample population or whether separate lists would be more appropriate 
based on age, sex, or geographic area. As will be shown, the results 
obtained do not warrant separation of the lists. In addition, the list 
is examined for the effect of interviewer sex and race and of change in 
stimuli. Finally, the list is compared with two other word lists that 
are designed for use with adult illiterates. 

Analysis of Word List 

The major result of the study was the list of 5,238 different word 
types tabulated from the corpus of 263,72? words. The list is presented 
in a table in alphabetical order with frequency and sample range for 
each word. However ^ the 2,244 word types with a renge of one, that is, 
those which were used by wily one informant, are given separately at the 
end of the table. (See Appendix D.) 

Tor the exarajjiation of the word list for the effect of the five 
variables of geographic area, age and sex of informants, and race and 
sex of interviewers, a special print-out to facilitate this operation 
was devised. The first one thousand word types of greatest sample range 
were printed in alphabetical order with range values for each of the 
thir'^y-two index classes. In addition, the subtotals of each word type 
were given for the five sets of variables. Appendix B is the first page 
of this table 0 

The subtotals given for the five sets of variables were used to 
obtain the chi-square values for each of the thousand words for each of 
the variables* The procedure was outlined on page 23 of Chapter III. 
Appendix C gives a sample page of the chi-square \-filues. For fifty-two 
words no chi-squares were calculated. For these words, which were used 
by all or almost all the informants, the expected frequencies in two 
cells of the 2x2 table, namely those not using the word, were less 
than five, tor the chi-square test to be valid, it is recommended that 
with one degree of freedom the expected frequencies should be at least 
five. (See page 24o) However, in all of these cases, since the sample 
ranges were either the maximum number or very close to it, common sense 
indicates that there is no significant difference duo to any of the vari- 
ables . 

Of the total numV)er of 5fOOO possible chi-square values for the 
tested list of 1,000 word types, only 101 chi-squarss exceeded 6.63, 
the critical value of chi- uare at the level of .01 for one degree of 
freedom. Table 5 on page 26 gives these 101 word types; each is listed 
under the variable for which the chi-square test value exceeded 6.6j. 
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^•or all the words except those in Table 5f the null hypotheses 



were sustained for each of the five variables. For some of the words in 
the table, the differences can be explained. Checking the index range 
table, it can be seen that twenty-one Chicago informants used the name 
of their city at least once. It is not unexpected to find that only one 
Buffalo informant mentioned Chicago, The implications of this use of the 
word ^'Chicago*' should help to clarify some of the limitations of a spoken 
vocabulary list. 



Table 5 

.vord Types /Variables for '^Vhich ^^>6,63 



Geographic 


Age of 


Sex of 


Race of 


Sex of 


Area 


Informant 


Informant 


Interviewer 


Inteirviewer 


busy 


against 


actually 


behind 


as 


Chicago 


ain»t 


ago 


brother 


Chrisfenas 


couch 


bom 


area 


discussing 


country 


C1J.XX ©X one© 




UcloU UcLJUL 


ovenjuig 


drop 


puess 


daughter 


children 


found 


great 


hundred 


during 


drop 


hanging 


letter 


I'd 


give 


fellow 


kneeling 


lost 


it»d 


gettijig 




lamp 


math 


light 


great 


hospital 


movies 


pants 


listening 


hand 


hours 


nurses 


resting 


minute 


hapi>en 


hundred 


patient 


sing 


sent 


happening 


I'm 


post 


support 


saying 


horse 


lights 


program 


themselves 


stomach 


I'm 


mother 


special 


travel 


tried 


ideas 


nights 


statue 


wash 


truth 


mind 


nurse 


wash 


winter 


w© 


president 


otherwise 


watoh 


worry 




pretty 


possible 


worker 






probably 


sad 








really 


soon 








rent 


travel 








seen 


turn 








support 


whatever 








thing 










tombstones 










where 








N 17 


26 


23 


18 


^7 



Although only tw^ty-one Chicagoans used the name of their city, it 
cannot be assumed that the other forty-three do not know the word or 
could not use it correctly. Similarly, it cannot be asstiraed that only 
one '^uffalonian knows the word ^^Chicago," The words that people use in 
their speech on any given occasion are only a sample of the words that 
they know and might use on other occasions. 
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According to the chi-square test, the sex of the informant makes a 
difference in the use of the words "baseball" and "nurse." Not unexpect- 
edly, the index range table indicates that 20 percent of the male 
informants talked about baseball, while only 3 percent of the women 
mentioned baseball • The interest of many of the women informants in 
nursing as a possible career probably accounts for ^5 percent of the 
women usini^ the word "nurse" as against 18 percent of the sen. However, 
it cannot be assumed that most women do not know the word "basebalJ." or 
that most men do not use the word "nurse," To go one step further, it 
would not seem necessary to exclude "nurse" from a list appropriate for 
use with men's reading material or to exclude "baseball" from a list ap- 
propriate for use with women *s reading material. 

The purpose in establishing the tests of the hypotheses of three 
of the variables was to see if it was necessary to develop separate word 
lists for subsets based on age, sex or geographic area. However, exam- 
ination of the above table indicates that except for a few words most of 
the differences probably occurred due to chance alone. Indeed, on the 
average, 1 percent, or in this case, fifty of the chi-square tests would 
be expected to exceed the critical level even under the null hypotheses 
that no differences exist9 On the conservative side, even if all 101 
words in the table were considered to represent real differences, the 
numbers involved are still so small relative to the total corpus that it 
would be unreasonable to present separate word lists for each variable , 
differinp, only by the inclusion or exclusion of the words in Table 5. 
In summary, the first five null hypotheses are accepted for the total cor- 
nus. 

The last hypothesis to be tested was concerned with the effect on 
voca-^ulary of changin^: the stimuli questions* The test ^or randomness 
o'" selection of the sample of ten subjects indicated that h percent of 
the chi-square tests exceeded 6.63, the critical value at the 1 percent 
level with one degree of freedom. Since 1 nercent would appear by chance 
alone, k percent for the large namber of tests vjould occur less than one 
b"^me In ten thousand (usinp; Poisson). 

Thus it appears that the sample of ten has -nore than the expected 
nwnbor of sip:nificant chi-squares than if they -.jere completely reoresenta- 
tivo the sample of 128, insofar as basic vocabulary is concerned. 
Indeed, this is another indication of the need for the larger sample of 
1^^8 in the basic study. However, this does not negate the value of com- 
paring^ the effect of stimulus on the subset of ten. /hat it does indicate 
is that we can make no inference regarding the larger group of 128 subjects 
from the stimulus test conducted with the subset of ten subjects. 

The effect of the change in stimuli .1 the subgroup of ten is clearly 
indicated. The corpus for the subgroup taken from the original study con- 
tained 1772 word types e The second and smaller corpus obtained with the 
nevj stimulus questions contained 1218 word types. Fifty percent, or 632 
words, from the new list were not found in the original subgroup li5t. In 
addition, 65 percent of the words in the original subgroup list are not in 
the new subgroup list. Thus the sixth null hypothesis is rejected. 

An examination of the two lists reveals that the stimulus does indeed 
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affect the vocabulary used to respond to questions and pictures* The nefvr 
list for the subgroup contains such words as beards, flashj'", hairstyles, 
Sftssinf^, and sloppy in response to questions about youn^ people. The 
questions referring to the presidency produced such words as campaign, 
candidates, politicians, political, and rul©r# An examination of the old 
subgro\ip list similarly reveals words that were elicited by the pictures 
and questions used in the original interviewing. In both cases, the words 
unique to either list have a lesser frequency than the words comgnon to 
both lists. 

A further comparison of the new subgroup list with the total list 
for 128 subjects revealed that I37 words, or 11 percent, from the new 
list were not found on the total list. This finding substantiates the 
earlier statement concerning the greater reliability and need for the 
large sample. 

Comparison of Three Adult Word Lists 

The Laubach (I96O) word list and the Mitzel (I966) list were both 
designed to sel've the needs of illiterate adults. The Laubach list is 
arranged in three parts: Part I consists of the first 500 most used 
words of the Thomdike-Lorge word count; Fart II, of the secor'^ jOO most 
used words in the Thomdike-Lorge list; and Part HI, of scsue 7OO useful 
words. Each of the three parts is arranged alphabetically. 

The ritzel list is more extensive and is derived frcoi many sources 
of printed language.* It is divided into four parts 1 Part I contains 
approximately the 500 most basic words; Part II, the next inost frequent 
1,500 words; and Parts III and P/, the next tv70 groups of 1,500 words. 
Again in this case, each of the four parts is arranged alphabetically. 

Neither frequencie'5, ranges, nor rankings of any kind are given in 
either the Laubach or '^^itzel list. Therefore they could only be compared 
to the 3tein list on the basis of commonality of words in the list of the 
most used 500 and in the next most used group. Since Part II of the 
Mitzel list consists of 1,500 words, it was decided to use the combined 
Parts II and III of the Laubach list, which contain 1,200 words, as 
equivalents . 

From the Stein list, one version of which presented the words in 
order of decreasing sample range,** all words with a range of at least 
three were used for c<snparison vrlth the Laubach and ?'it2el lists. This 
>tein list contained ?.t273 words types, of which 353 were plurals or in- 
flected forms. Deducting these brings the total number of words, for 



*See Chapter I, page 3, 

**The corpus was printed out in several different ways for ease of 
use in a variety of different purposes. 

1) Total list of 5f238 word types in alphabetical order with cor- 
responding figures for frequency and sample range. 

2) Total list of 5f238 word types in order of decreasing frequency 
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purposes of comparison, to l,919t which is close to the Laubach 1,700 
and the itzel 2,000. 

The first 500 words of all three lists were conipared, in addition 
to tho comparison of the larger lists. The number of 3tein v-^ords found 
in tho two parts of tlie Lauhach and Mit2:ol lists are shovni in Table 6, 



Table 6 
Incidence of Stein V/ords in 
Laub'ich and Xitzel Lists 





L I 


L II 


L I 
& II 


••' I 


" II 


M I 

& II 


• I 

& L I 


I & II 
L I & II 


j I 


302 


81 


383 


203 


172 


375 


190 


357 


■-. II 


170 


5^9 


719 


189 


529 


718 




56k 


5 I + IT 


1^72 


630 


1102 


392 


701 


1093 




921 



Key I L I = first 500 Laubach words 
L II = next 1200 Laubach words 
:i I = first 500 Xitzel words 
M II =: next 1500 Mitzel words 
S I = first 500 Stein words 
o II =: next 1^00 Stein words 



In comparing the three 500 word lists, it can be seen that 60 per- 
cent of the Stein 500 are fcomd in the Laubach (Thomdike-Lorge) 500, 
whereas only ^ percent of the Stein 500 are in the Mitzel 500. V/hen 
the combined Parts I and II of each of the three lists are ccmpared, 
58 percent of the Stein 1900 are found on the Laubach 1700. It also 
happens that 58 porcent of the Stein 1900 are found on the Mitzel 2000, 
it is interesting to note, however, that these are not necessarily the 
same words* There is an overlap of 921 words, or 48 percent, of the 
same Stein words on both the Laubach and Mitzel lists. Thus it can be 
seen that ^0 to 50 percent of the words used in this sample of speech 
of adult illiterates are not found in either the Laubach or '^itzel lists# 



and sample range. The Stein 500 and Stein 1900 were obtained from this 
list, 

3) The list of 1,000 words of greatest sample range with thirty-two 
index class values and subtotals for the five variables, 

k) The alphabetized table of the complete list with frequency and 
ranpjo, with the 2,2^1- words having a range of only one listed at the end 
of the table. ^>ee Appendix D, 
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Svunmary 

!• There is no reason to doubt the validity of usinf: the word 
list for the adult black illiterate population, -^ased on the tests con- 
ducted and tho acceptance of the first five null hypotheses, 

2, Tho most important result of tho Investigation is the list of 
\/ords itnolf • Although the list was printed and used in various forms 
for purposes of analysis, it is presented in Appendix T in alphabetical 
order with corresponding frequencies and ranres for convenience in appli- 
cation, 

3« .^iufficient difference exists between this list and the other 
v,wo lists designed for use ^dlth adult illiterates to indicate that the 
Jtein list can fill an existing voido The differences among the three 
limits appear to justify the assumption that there is indeed a difference 
between the words that the population should know and the words that the 
population does know. 
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Chnntor Vi .'■■ocotnnPnriation^ 



ihr word list tluit -ras ta bulated r^om the corpus, of more than a 
nunrtor nillxon uords of Irec-floui... conversation-^an have .S">'acti- 
^liiSiL'rZ.^ °' "^'^^'^ illiteracy. Awareness 0?"^; 

i^!^ ^ does not minimize its potential usefuLness. It is not pur- 

'W^er i^i^ I'llf f ' r°^'^ "^^ ^-^"^^ ^l-J^ uiit^rlte"^: 

of iS InJliLf . f ^^^^^^ ^ representative sample 

OT i^<i informants -^ho uere enrolled in A3E classes. 

Applica tion of " ;ord List 

for J-n+f ^°"^^°l70«^'^ulary in developmental reading materials 

for adalts at the msic levels -..as discussed earlier in Chapter IT Th« 

:1 I II ^ alphabetical order fS ea^f o' Jo;atIon 

and, at the same time, indicates not only the frequencv of us^ w n 
the more i:nportant sample range for each word/ ?his should pr^^e Lt^'" 
.S.r^L°?'^°^^^^ °^ '-^^ introd;c:dt°"Jrad:d^\.'dt^ 

nr« nil 'n^^^ f^o he noted that this list is composed of v^ords whioh 
are not only understood hy the population sample, but which also 

meeting the needs and interests of the A^E student. ^ 

standatSLS^e1^:J tj^^T^ 

pon.!lation ^^e Z^/l^ t i^f^"^^" °^ ^^""^ illiterate 

poniuation. .he word list should oe useful in achieving this goal. 

level' o? di??i'"S°of°A'.; ^V^i^y that would measure the 

rS^^^eatSn ""dlh^ -^^e -riety of reading materials fo; rIL'orc"™ nt, 
recreation, and the solution of practical problems of everyday living. 

Procedural Lijnitations of the Siuc^ 

hv f n^""!^ """^ si^ificantly affect the vocahularv used 
by the sample population in luffalo and Chicago, which had ttfoS^Ss 

*vee Chanter 11 j, na^e 



'uZ^^^ii""^ i" " """l" interesting to replicate the 

the effects o?"race^!d"en»lH ^ situation, perhaps 

the white irZr^llleZ\s L^lt Jf" """-^ apparent. In this sSdy, 

esta'-lishiiif rl^oort r^"" *° '^^ successful in 

the Influi^ce of raoe^d se! TaT ; """^ '''' *° °-«i>»t« 

oeptance i.fo™a^?5,^i^^ 3 a^-r*'- 
Of interviewers of .o«, races and sexes were"„^™t=an^L\i:S:: 

sex ^ "inW^t-o^i^Sa^s^i^/re^i^XIS 

other social service situations couS ^^e^ ^lul^l^^it 1%', ^' 

d\i sj;*rinsj^ftTCd-^"^^°=^^I " ™'Lir 

thems^^es, are^JleJs S '.i-ftltt'^'' 

i^tervie„e;s :Sth r^S^r di:"i^tt:n°r^N°"*i^ " ^^Pl" 
.ould prohahl. .e necessa^ ^'"Sn^^eltrSftl^SS^S V^^ 



further Uses of the Data 



fetation. SuonTlst:: Ld l^ t^rLtLs^T^? tt^^'^'^^f. 
revealod by their choice of words, in addSi^n \ ^^^^ 

of DorsoiS corc^; a' ^fw? ^formants spoke freely abo-at natters 
rovoal Zf^ IZl tL oro":i^ o? a frl'' ^J^j^^^- i-^^o^ation could 
the po^iiilation. of ^ frequently misunderstood segment o^ 

tionsi^drSLriTciL"s:r:pjeT^^^ 
cV'^s'iS-s^^^iSsteir'"'"- 1' "™\\St!t':^t^ 

«f . ""'J '^""-'■s need to le emphasized in A'T oroirra-', « s<„i„. 

of s.,all successes ii, a school situation is „ore likelylo reklt S 

' aiw\\a^. 
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APPSNDIX A 



DESCRIPTION OF PICTURES USED IN INTERVIEWS 
(From Manual for Thematic Apperception 
Test, Thompson Modif ication") 
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1. A young boy is contemplating a violin which rests on a table in front 
of him. 

2. Country scene: in the foreground is a young woman with books in her 
hand; in the background a man is working in the fields and an older 
woman is looking on. 

3. A young woman is standing with downcast head, her face covered with 
her right hand. Her left arm is stretched forward against a wooden 
door. 

4. A woman is clutching the shoulders of a man whose face end body are 
averted as if he were trying to pull away from her. 

5. A short elderly woman stands with her back turned to a tall young 
man. The latter is looking downward with a perplexed expression. 

6. A gray-haired man is looking at a younger man who is sullenly star- 
ing into space. 

7. An older woman is sitting on a sofa close beside a girl, speaking or 
reading to her. The girl, who holds a doll in her lap, is looking 
away. 

8. An adolescent boy looks straight out of the picture. The barrel of 
a rifle is visible at one sidr., and in the background is the dim 
scene of a surgical operation, like a reverie-image. 

9. A young man is lying on a couch with his eyes closed. Leaning over 
him is the gaunt form of an elderly man, his hand stretched out 
above the face of the reclining figure. 

10. A rowboat is drawn up on the bank of a woodland stream. There are 
no human figures in the picture. 

11. A young man is standing with downcast head buried in his arm. Be- 
hind him is the figure of a woman lying in bed. 

12. A little boy is sitting on the doorstep of a city tenement. 

13. A gaunt man with clenched hands is standing among gravestones. 

14. The dimly illuminated figure of a man (or woman) in the dead of 
night leaning against a lamp post. 
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APPENDIX B 



SAMPLE PAGE OF RANGE VALUES FOR INDEX CLASSES 
WITH SUBTOTALS FOR TOE FIVE VARIABLES 
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APPENDIX C 

SAMPLE PAGE OF CHI-SQUARE VALUES 
(X = 6.63 for one degree of 
freedom at the •01 level 
of significance) 



< 



Age of Sex of Race of Sex of 

Area Informant Informant Interviewer Interviewer 

a 

able 1.58 .00 .11 ^03 .29 

about 

accident .29 .79 .26 2.57 0.00 

account .90 .79 .20 .90 .10 

across 3.03 .53 .01 3.03 .06 

act 0.00 .07 1.29 0.00 .82 

actually .29 .04 12.65 2.57 .29 

adult .43 4.03 1.95 0.00 1.74 

advice 1.74 .00 2.15 0.00 0.00 

afraid .24 .26 1.23 .24 .24 

Africa 2.49 2.36 3.29 .10 .10 
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APPENDIX D 



LIST OF THE MOST FREQUENTLY USED 
WORDS WITH SAMPLE RANGE 



ERIC 



Word 


F->v 




Word 


a 


6419 


128 


dgtr 


abc * s 


2 


2 


Q Or Pi 


ab lo 


118 


S3 


agree 


about 


1378 


126 


iccU 


abroad 


7 


4 




acccp t 


10 




o f> ■»» f> f> rn£3 n f* 
iccuicn L 


acc idont 


24 


1 


an 


accidentally 


3 


3 


ahead 


accomplish 


11 


8 


a id 


accomplishing 


2 


2 


cl xuc 


ac cord ing 


7 


A 

\J 


cij.n L 


account 


15 


11 


Cl A. L 


acres 


2 


2 


A 1 A KiJ mfl 
n i.ci Uciiiici 


across 


31 


19 


alike 


act 


39 


24 


1 "1 
Ct i. J. V C 


acting 


12 


9 


all 


action 


5 


5 


al ley 


ac tress 


2 


2 


a 1 low 


ac ts 


2 


2 


1 mo c f" 
cl l.lliUo L 


ac tua 1 ly 


38 


16 


a lone 


ADC 


4 


4 


a long 


add 


14 


6 


1 T*P ri \7 


address 


4 


2 


also 


adopted 


2 


2 


a 1 nnaH 


ads 


2 


2 


ctiLugcLner 


adult 


14 


10 


A 1 u A \7 a 
ct xv/ci y 9 


adults 


5 


5 


am 


advance 


3 


3 


ambition 


advantage 


4 


3 


ambulance 


advertise 


2 


2 


America 


advice 


14 


10 


American 


advise 


3 


3 


among 


advising 


8 


3 


amongst 


affair 


4 


3 


amount 


afford 


8 


7 


an 


afraid 


34 


20 


and 


Africa 


22 


11 


angel 


after 


153 


69 


anger 


af ternoon 


11 


9 


angry 


afterwards 


4 


4 


animals 


again 


85 


48 


another 


against 


29 


24 1 


answer 



r 






r 


R 




99 


answering 


5 


2 


39 




anxious 


3 


3 


0 7 


1 A 
i 0 


any 


187 


83 


0 


9 


anybody 


50 


31 


c 
J 




anyhow 


6 


6 


7 


7 


anymore 


14 


13 




o 
J 


anyone 


18 


17 


1 7 


i J 


anyplace 


4 


4 


1 Q 


Q 

7 


anything 


209 


87 




i J 


anytime 


6 


5 






anyway 


117 


64 


12 




anyways 


6 


2 




J 


anywhe re 


15 


12 




-a 


apart 


9 


7 


5 




apa rcmenc 


1 c 

15 


9 


1108 


MR 

•L ^ O 


Q r\ O ■»* f* f- c* 

apoL cmen Lb 




2 


8 


A 


apu log j.ze 


4 


3 




7 


appear 


5 


4 




9 '5 
^ J 


appearance 


6 


4 


ss 




appears 


7 


5 


62 




append ix 


16 


8 




9ft 


app ie 


6 


4 


54 


2Q 

7 


application 


9 


6 


1 3 


1 n 


applications 


3 


3 


o 
J 




appreciate 


7 


6 


1 60 


D / 


Apr 1 i 


2 


2 


55 


33 


are 


413 


108 


4 


3 


area 


26 


17 


5 


4 


areas 


3 


3 


5 


3 


aren' t 


8 


6 


3 


3 


argue 


4 


4 


4 


4 


arguing 


23 


12 


4 


4 


argument 


42 


27 


9 


6 


ar.i thine tic 


14 


9 


170 


82 


Arkansas 


5 


2 


8980 


128 


arm 


41 


33 


2 


2 


arms 


34 


27 


2 


2 


army 


16 


9 


133 


52 


around 


291 


88 


5 


3 


arrangements 


2 


2 


212 


89 


art 


6 


3 


26 


17 


as 


514 


99 



^Frequency 
**Range 



Word 

ashamed 

aside 

ask 

asked 

asking 

asks 

asleep 

assembly 

assistant 

association 

assured 

asthma 

at 

attack 

attend 

attending 

attention 

attitude 

auditorium 

August 

auntie 

authority 

automobile 

available 

average 

avoid 

away 

awfu I 

awfully 

awhile 

babies 

baby 

baby-sit 
baby-sitter 
baby-si tters 
baby-sitting 
baby ' s 
back 

background 

backwards 

bad 

badder 

bag 

bake 

baker 

baking 

b-ll 

balled 

balls 

band 



F 


R 


Word 


F 


R 


Word 


F 


R 


34 


17 


banjo 


5 


2 


bent 


o 

/, 


9 


5 


5 


bank 


21 


12 


bes i de 


0 


/: 
0 


59 


34 


banks 


3 


3 


bes ides 


Q 


7 
/ 


50 


32 


barbed 


5 


3 


bes t 




3 1 


26 


18 


baref eet 


2 


2 


bet 


Q 
O 


7 


6 


4 


barefeeted 


17 


12 


better 






60 


35 


barefooted 


3 


3 


hp t'TjffPn 

I— vV ^ 1 1 




23 


2 


2 


barn 


18 


15 


Bible 




OA 


5 


5 


barns 


7 


7 


bie 




0 1 


2 


2 


bars 


2 


2 


b ie2er 




J 


2 


2 


baseball 


19 


11 


h iff es t 


10 


1 J 


10 


3 


basis 


3 


3 


bill 


1 A 
10 


1 1 


935 


125 


basket 


5 


3 


bills 


iU 


Q 


12 


10 


basketball 


10 


7 


birds 


iU 


/. 


9 


8 


bath 


8 


6 


birth 


9 


9 
£. 


3 


2 


bathroom 


4 


3 


h irthda V 


Q 

J 


J 


61 


36 


battle 


2 


2 


bishop 


9 


9 


5 


5 


be 


2982 


128 


bit 


ft9 


/■ A 

^o 


3 


3 


be's 


3 


3 


bite 


c 
J 




2 


2 


beach 


10 


3 


biting 


o 
J 


Q 


6 


2 


beans 


2 


2 


bitty 


/, 


/. 


5 


3 


beat 


21 


12 


b 1 ack 




Jh- 


2 


2 


bea ting 


3 


3 


b lame 




c 


2 


2 


beautician 


5 


3 


b Ifinke t 






5 


4 


beautiful 


36 


22 


bless 


1 /. 

IM- 


Q 
O 


4 


4 


became 


3 


3 


SI ej? «;ed 


Q 
O 


/, 

4^ 


173 


81 


because 


977 


120 


blessing 


J 


o 
J 


39 


22 


' cause 


505 


91 


b lew 




o 
I 


5 


4 


become 


19 


13 


blind 


1 9 


Q 

7 


9 


8 


bed 


143 


66 


block 






5 


4 


bedroom 


6 


6 


blocks 


VI 


A 


233 


79 


bedtime 


3 


3 


blood 


12 


Q 
✓ 


5 


4 


been 


479 


117 


bloom 


Q 


P 
O 


11 


5 


before 


107 


65 


b loomed 


9 


9 


2 


2 


beg 


11 


6 


b looming 




7 


5 


3 


began 


13 


4 


blooms 


9 


9 


6 


6 


begging 


8 


6 


blossom 




A 
•+ 


507 


116 


begin 


7 


5 


blossoms 


2 


2 


54 


29 


beginning 


15 


12 


blouse 


4 


4 


2 


2 


behind 


38 


25 


blow 




3 


178 


76 


being 


115 


62 


blue 


4 


3 


2 


2 


bel ieve 


202 


66 


blues 


6 


3 


9 


3 


believed 


2 


2 


board 


13 


9 


2 


2 


bell 


3 


2 


boat 


229 


100 


2 


2 


belong 


2 


2 


boat's 


2 


2 


3 


2 


belongs 


5 


5 


boats 


17 


9 


24 


13 


below 


2 


2 


bodies 


2 


2 


3 


2 


bending 


4 


3 


body 


14 


13 


2 


2 


benefit 


3 


2 


bombing 


2 


2 


4 


4 


Bennett 


4 


3 


bombs 


2 


2 



FRir 



Word F 




R 


Uoid 


F 


R 


Word 


F 


R 


bones 


2 


I 

2 


brown 


9 


1 
1 

7 


canoe 


10 


5 


i)Ook 


1 13 


59 


brush 


3 


3 


cap 


14 


9 


bookkeeper 


3 


2 


bud 


2 


2 


capable 


2 


2 


books 


115 


68 


budded 


3 


3 


car 


36 


24 


born 


22 


U, 


buddy 


2 


2 


card 


11 


4 


borrow 




3 


budget 


3 


2 


care 


168 


66 


boss 


17 


12 


Buffalo 


25 


12 


cared 


3 


3 


both 


77 


49 


build 


25 


20 


career 


3 


2 


bother 


19 


10 


building 


31 


21 


careful 


3 


3 


bothered 


10 


7 


buildings 


17 


10 


Carolina 


4 


4 


bothering 


8 


7 


built 


9 


8 


carried 


5 


4 


bothers 


3 


3 


bullet 


61 


43 


carry 


21 


17 


bottle 


2 


2 


bullets 


3 


3 


carrying 


12 


12 


bottom 


6 


6 


bumped 


0 


2 


cars 


14 


7 


bought 


8 


7 


bunch 


4 


4 


cartoons 


3 


3 


bcw 


5 


4 


burial 


2 


2 


case 


14 


11 


bowl 


2 


2 


buried 


13 


11 


cases 


3 


3 


box 


12 


8 


burn 


3 


3 


caseworker 


9 


8 


boxers 


3 


2 


burned 


12 


5 


cat 


5 


4 


boxinj^ 


4 


4 


burning 


2 


2 


catch 


30 


22 


boy 


236 


104 


bus 


23 


18 


catching 


7 


5 


boy ' c 


0 


9 


buses 


5 


4 


Catholi- 


7 


3 


bo .'friend 


7 


3 


bu&hes 


6 


3 


caught 


26 


16 


boys 


48 


29 


bus iness 


78 


41 


cause 


11 


9 


brace 


2 


2 


bus inessman 


3 


2 


caused 


8 


6 


brains 


2 


2 


businessmen 


6 


4 


causes 


2 


2 


branches 


4 


3 


bussing 


5 


3 


causing 


4 


4 


bread 


7 


6 


bust 


2 


2 


cemeteries 


3 


2 


break 


25 


17 


busy 


13 


11 


cemetery 


88 


55 


breakdown 


3 


3 


bat 


1950 


127 


cent. 


2 


2 


breakfast 


10 


7 


butt 


2 


2 


center 


15 


12 


breaking 


10 


7 


buy 


36 


22 


centers 


3 


3 


breath 


4 


2 


buying 


4 


4 


cents 


17 


9 


jreatning 


2 


2 


buys 


2 


£. 


certain 


34 


20 


brick 


7 


6 


by 


367 


106 


certainly 


2 


2 


bridge 


5 


2 


b} e 


3 


2 


chair 


29 


23 


bright 


4 




bye-bye 


2 


2 


chairs 


12 


6 


brighter 


4 


4 


cab 


3 


2 


chance 


68 


3S 


bring 


64 


39 


cake 


6 


2 


change 


35 


27 


bringing 


6 


6 


cakes 


3 


2 


changed 


24 


15 


brings 


6 


3 


California 


9 


5 


changes 


4 


4 


Brinkley 


2 


2 


call 


191 


79 


changing 


3 


3 


Broadway 


4 


4 


cal led 


33 


24 


channel 


22 


12 


broke 


34 


27 


calling 


6 


4 


charge 


■» 
J 


3 


broken 


26 


14 


cal Is 


2 


2 


chas tise 


2 


2 


brokenhearted 


4 


2 


calm 


12 


12 


chastising 


3 


2 


brook 


2 


2 


came 


134 


67 


cheap 


3 


3 


brother 


60 


35 


camp 


4 


2 


check 


16 


8 


brother-in-law 


' 3 


3 


can 


879 


124 


checking 


6 


6 


brothers 


17 


15 


can' t 


627 


117 


cheeks 


3 


2 


brought 


39 


26 


cs nnot 


7 


6 


cheer 


16 


11 



er|c ^7 



Word 


F 


R 


Word 


F 


R 


Word 


F 


R 




40 


22 


come 


543 


114 


corn 


5 


5 


chl Id 


1-^2 


49 


comedies 


2 


2 


corner 


15 


12 


chl Id's 


3 


3 


conies 


49 


30 


correc t 


8 


6 


chi 1 dren 


249 


52 


comfort 


17 


14 


cost 


12 


11 


chi Idreu' s 


3 


3 


comfortable 


5 


4 


costs 


2 


2 


childrens 


21 


11 


coming 


133 


78 


cotton 


30 


13 


chin 


3 


3 


comment 


2 


2 


couch 


19 


14 


choir 


12 


6 


comments 


A 


3 


could 


1281 


121 


choke 


4 


3 


commi t 


2 


2 


could ' ve 


10 


8 


choose 


5 


5 


commi tted 


2 


2 


couldn ' t 


175 


77 


chop 


2 


2 


commi ttee 


6 


6 


counselor 


3 


3 


chops 


2 


2 


common 


2 


2 


count 


7 


4 


chores 


3 


2 


communicate 


5 


3 


counted 


5 


2 


Christ 


7 


6 


community 


5 


4 


counting 


2 


2 


Christmas 


20 


12 


company 


7 


6 


countries 


5 


4 


Chuck 


2 


2 


complete 


5 


4 


country 


123 


38 


church 


115 


53 


completed 


3 


3 


couple 


33 


23 


churches 


7 


6 


complstely 


10 


7 


courage 


2 


2 


cities 


12 


8 


concentrate 


10 


7 


course 


55 


26 


city 


72 


34 


concRntra tion 


2 


2 


court 


9 


4 


civil 


4 


3 


concerned 


19 


11 


cous in 


3 


3 


class 


15 


11 


concerning 


6 


4 


cover 


6 


6 


classes 


11 


8 


concrete 


3 


3 


covered 


7 


7 


c lean 


43 


21 


condi tiori 


20 


10 


covers 


2 


2 


cleaned 


4 


4 


condi tions 


9 


8 


cow 


3 


3 


cleaning 


9 


9 


confidence 


2 


2 


cowboy 


11 


9 


clear 


5 


5 


confuse 


2 


2 


cowboys 


5 


5 


clearly 


4 


3 


confused 


10 


4 


cows 


4 


4 


cl imb 


2 


2 


comfusing 


6 


5 


crack 


4 


3 


clinic 


2 


2 


confusion 


5 


4 


crazy 


11 


8 


clock 


4 


4 


connec ted 


3 


2 


cream 


4 


2 


cl ose 


31 


24 


conscience 


2 


2 


create 


3 


2 


closed 


27 


20 


consolation 


4 


3 


creating 


2 


2 


closer 


2 


2 


console 


2 


2 


credi t 


3 


2 


closest 


2 


2 


consulting 


2 


2 


creek 


7 


6 


c losing 


2 


2 


contact 


4 


3 


crib 


3 


2 


clothes 


125 


66 


continue 


27 


18 


crime 


4 


4 


clothing 


9 


8 


continued 


2 


2 


critical 


2 


2 


c lub 


2 


2 


continues 


2 


2 


crook 


4 


3 


coat 


25 


16 


continuing, 


3 


3 


crop 


5 


4 


cold 


24 


19 


conversation 


12 


9 


cross 


28 


20 


collar 


2 


2 


convince 


7 


4 


crossed 


4 


4 


collect 


2 


2 


cook 


16 


11 


crosses 


6 


6 


college 


40 


24 


cooked 


3 


2 


crowd 


5 


4 


color 


13 


U 


cookies 


4 


3 


crowded 


3 


3 


colored 


59 


29 


cooking 


13 


9 


cry 


31 


22 


colors 


2 


2 


cool 


6 


5 


crying 


179 


84 


coma 


3 


3 


cooling 


2 


2 


cultivate 


5 


3 


comb 


2 


2 


cooperate 


6 


5 


cure 


2 


2 


combed 


5 


2 


copy 


4 


3 


cured 


3 


0 




Word 


F 


R 


Word 


F 


R 


Word 


F 


R 


curtain 


2 


2 


desert 


4 


3 


doctor 


305 


99 


cut 


51 


35 


desire 


4 


2 


doctor ' s 


10 


9 


cute 


6 


3 


desk 


23 


15 


doctoring 


4 


4 


cuts 


2 


2 


destroy 


5 


5 


doctors 


37 


30 


cutting 


26 


17 


destroyed 


5 


4 


does 


51 


29 


dad 


14 


8 


detective 


2 


2 


doesn ' t 


209 


62 


daddy 


23 


12 


detectives 


4 


2 


dog 


12 


8 


damp 


2 


2 


determined 


3 


3 


dogwood 


3 


2 


dance 


13 


8 


devil 


10 


6 


doing 


230 


90 


dancinj; 


2 


2 


diaper 


2 


2 


doll 


-'3 


49 


danger 


2 


2 


did 


275 


98 


dollar 


17 


7 


dangerous 


2 


2 


didn't 


324 


91 


dollars 


42 


18 


dark 


79 


44 


die 


40 


22 


dolls 


3 


2 


darkness 


7 


6 


died 


49 


26 


domestic 


2 


2 


date 


6 


5 


di f ference 


18 


15 


don' t 


2815 


128 


dating 


6 


4 


di f ferent 


182 


79 


done 


262 


88 


daughter 


184 


75 


difficult 


3 


2 


donkey 


2 


2 


daughter ' s 


7 


7 


difficulties 


2 


2 


Doolittle 


4 


2 


daughters 


4 


3 


difficulty 


4 


4 


door 


234 


91 


David 


3 


2 


dig 


3 


3 


door ' s 


3 


3 


Davis 


4 


2 


dim 


3 


2 


doors 


4 


4 


day 


200 


73 


dime 


4 


4 


doorway 


2 


2 


days 


65 


41 


di nrer 


10 


7 


dope 


6 


3 


daytime 


11 


7 


diploma 


19 


12 


double 


2 


2 


daze 


2 


2 


direction 


8 


4 


doubt 


9 


8 


deacon 


7 


5 


directly 


2 


2 


dough 


3 


2 


dead 


124 


66 


dirt 


8 


7 


down 


470 


114 


dea 1 


13 


11 


dirty 


8 


7 


downhearted 


3 


3 


dear 


12 


5 


disagree 


2 


2 


downstairs 


7 


5 


death 
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abandoned, abdomen, above, abusing, accent, accepted, accepting, accom- 
panied, accomplished, accounts, accumulated, accusations, accuse, ache, 
acquainted, acted, active, activity, actor, actual, addict, adding, adds, 
adequate, adequately, admire, admiring, adults, advanced, advancing, ad- 
visable, affect, affecting, affection, African, Africans, Afro-Americans, 
ageable, agency, ?ges, aides, aircraft, airline, Alan, alarming, alcohol, 
alcoholic, Alexander, all's, allegiance, alleys, alleyway, alligators, 
allowed, alphabet, alterations, amazed, Amherst, amused, amusement, 
anchored, Andy, angle, angles, animal, annointed, announcer, another's, 
answered, answers, anything, anticipated, anybody's, anyone's, apiece, 
apologized, apples, applying, appointed, appointment, arguments, ark, 
armed, arrest, arrived, arthritis, artist, ashore, ashtray, aspirin, assas- 
sinated, assembled, assist, assistance, assume, assuring, astonished, 
astray, ate, Atlanta, attacked, attempting, attract, attraction, auburn, 
audience, authorities, automatically, automobiles, autumn, avoiding, Avon, 
aware 

b,-ibysitting, backed, backgrounds, backing, bacon, badge, badly, baggy, 
bail, bakery, bakes, bakeshop, balance, balloon, balloons, banged, bank- 
side, banksides. Baptist, bar, Barbara, barefooted, barefoot, bareheaded, 
barely, barred, barrel, barring, Barry, based, baseman, basement, base- 
ments, bashful, basic, basical, bass, baste, bat, bathrobes, battling, 
bawling, BC, bears, beast, becomes, bedside, beef, beer, bees, begged, 
beginner, begins, beginnings, belief, believes, believing, bells, belt, 
bench, benches, Bernice, berries, Bethlehem, Beverly, bewildered, bibli- 
cal, bicycles, bind, Biscayne, bitter, blackboards, blacks, blackstone, 
blank, blazing, bleeding, blessings, blisters, blossoming, blowed, blow- 
ing, blown, blowout, boarding, boards. Bob, bond, bookcase, bookkeeping, 
booklet, boot, boots, bosom, bossman, boughs, bound, bounded, bowed, 
bowling, bows, boxer, boxes, boyfriends, boyhood. Bracken's, bragging, 
brain. Brant, brawling, brakes, breathe, breeze, bridges, brief, brier, 
britches, broad, broadcast, brother's, brown, buck, buckles, bucks, bud- 
dies, budding, bug, bugging, buggy, bullfrogs , bum, bump, burden, bureau, 
burglar, burst, bury, bushwhackers, bushy, business,, busted, butcher, 
butter, buttons, buzz, bygones 

calendar, calendars, Cambodian, camped, camps, campus, canal, cancer, can- 
dles, candy, canine, cannery, canoeing, canoes, cans, capital, cappolla, 
capsize, capsized, cards, carer, caretaker, carfare, caring, Carl, Car- 
michael, carnival, Carol, Carolyn, carpenters, Carrie, cart. Carter, 
Carter's, carts, cashed, cashier, casket, Cassius, cataract, catches, 
cautious. CCC, ceased, cedar, cell, centuries, ceremonials, cetera, 
chained, championship, chances, changeable, chap, Chapparal, charged, 
Charlie, ctiarming, chase, cheaper, cheating, checks, cheerful, cheering, 
cheese, chemicals, cherry, chest. Chevy, chicl.en, chilly, China, Chinese, 
chocolate, choice, choked, chorus. Christian, churchwoman, cigarette, 
cigarettes, circle, circulation, citizen, citizens, civilian, claim, 
clasped, classroom, claws, clay, clean-out, cleanliness, cleans, clenched. 
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clergy, clergyman, clerk, click, client, climate, clipper, clipping, 
clobbered, closet, cloth, clothe, clothed, clouds, cloudy, clubs, 
coaching, coal, coals, coats, coax, coconuts, coffee, collar's, col- 
lected, coloring, combat, combine, combs, comedy, comic, comical, 
comics, commandments, commercial, commission, committees, commonplace, 
compel, compensation, complaining, complaint, complexion, complicate, 
computer, con, conceited, concentrating, concern, conclusion, condemned, 
conditioners, conducting, conductor, cone, conference, confession, con- 
fronted, conning, connive, conquered, conquering, consenting, consequence, 
consequences, consider, consolate, consolidated, consonants, constantly, 
constitution, construction, contacted, contacting, continually, contract, 
contributing, control, controlled, controlling, controls, convenience, 
conversations, convicted, cookbook, cookbooks, cooperation, cooperative, 
coral, corners, corps, corpse, correctly, Cosby, cot, cottage, country-' 
side, counts, courses, courthouse, cover-up, covering, crabbing, 
cracked, cranes, Crawford, crawling, crayolas, crayons, created, 
creeks, creeping, crimes, criminals, crippled, criticize, crops, 
crossword, crouching, crowds, cruel, cuff, cultivating, curled, cur- 
tail, curtains, Curtiss, cussed 

daily, Dakota, Daly, damn, dampness, dancer, dances, dare, darker, 
darkies, davenport, daydreamer, deaconess, deaf, deafen, deals, dean, 
debt, Decatur, December, declare, declared, decorate, dedicate, deduct, 
deeper, defending, defense, Delaware, Democrats, demolish, demon, demons, 
demonstrating, demonstration, dense, denying, depress, describes, des- 
cribing, deserted, dessert, destination, destitute, destruction , detained , 
Detroit, deuce, develop, devilment, diabetic, diagnose, diagram, dice, 
dictionary, digger, digging, dilapidated, dining, dipping, disability, 
disagreed, disagreements, disc, disciple, disciples, discovered, disease, 
disgrace, disgust, dishes, dislikes, disobedient, disopinion, displeased, 
dispose, disremembered, distance, district, disturbance, ditch, ditches, 
ditching, dividing, diving, dii'orce, Dixiecrats, docked, doctrines, 
dong, doomed, doorface, doorstep, doorsteps, dot, dots, Douglas, dozen, 
drag, dtagstc-rs, draining, drama, dramas, drank^ drawer, drawers, drawn, 
draws, dread, dreading, dreamer, dreamt, dribble, dried, drift, drive-in, 
drivers, driveway, driving, dropout, dropping, drops, drown, drowning, 
drum, dumb, dummy, Dupont , duty, Dwight 

earned, earthquakes, ease, easiest, east, Easter, eats, eavesdropping, 
edgewise, educationally, educationa I3 , efficient, egging, Egypt, eight- 
thirty, eighty-five, eighty-two, Eisenhower, elbow, elders, election, 
electricity, elevator, eliminate, embarrass, Emerson, pmotion, empire, 
employees, empty, enable, encyclopedias, ending, ending^s, engines, 
England, enroll, entering, entertain, entertainer, entertainers, enter- 
taining, entitled, entrance, equals, equipped, equivalency, erasers, 
escape, escaped, establishment, et, Europe, European, evacuate, evapor- 
ated, evenings, events, everlasting, Evers, everyplace, everything's, 
examples, excellent, exchanging, excitement, excites, excuses, excusing, 
exercise, exhausted, expected, expects, experiences, experiencing, explan- 
ation, expresses, expressing, expressions, extent, extents, extravagant 
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facilities, failed, faiUng, failure, fairy, fake, family's, famous, 
fancy, fanning, farmed, fasten, fastened, fatherly, favorites, FBI's 
fearing, feathers, February, feeds, fellow's, fences, fender, fertilize 
fiance, fib, fielder, fifty-fifty, fifty-four, fifty-one, fifcy-seven, 
figures, file, fills, filth, filthy, final, finances, financial, 
financially, finding, fines, finishes, finishing, fired, fireman, 
fireworks, firing, firm, first-class, fished, fishermen, fishing's, 
fists, flashing, flavor, flicks, flirting, float, floodlight, floods, 
floors, flounced, fluffy, flusterated, flute, flying, fond, food?., 
foolish, forces, foreigners, forests, forever, forgive, forty-eight, 
forty-five, forty-six, forty-two, foster, fought, foul, foundry, foxes, 
fractured, frame, frames, Frances, Frank, Franklin, Franklin's, frantic 
freezing, Fridays, friendship, frightens, frowns, frozen, fugitive, 
fulfilled, fumbling, funning, furnished, furnishing, furniture, fusses, 
future's 

gadget, fa^llery, gamble, gambling, gangster, gangsters, garage, gardener, 
garfish, garments, Gary, gate, gathered, GE, geared, GED, Geneva geo- 
graphy, Germany, ghosts, GI, Gibson, gifted, gigibbling, glance, glands, 
Gleason, glow, goatee, gobbling. God-fearing, golden, Goldwater, Gomer, 
good-looking, goodbye, gooey, goofy, gown, grabbing, grace, graded, 
graders, graduated, grain, grammar, grand, granddaughter, grandma, 
grandmother's, grands, granted, grapes, grasping, gravely, grease, 
greens, grenade, grieved, grieveful, grieves. Griffin, groceries, 
groundchuck, groundhog, groups, grownup, Guadalcanal, guarding, guards 
guessed, guessing, guidan-e, guided, gulf, gum, gutter, gym 

habits, hair's, haircut, hairdo, hairdressers, haired, half-day, halfway, 
hallway, handcuff, handcuffs, handicap, handout, hank. Happily, happiness, 
harasses, hardest, harm, harmed, Harmon, harmonicas, harmony, harnessed 
harnessing, harsh, harvesting, hateful, hatefullest, hates, hats, hauling, 
haunt, haunts, Hawaiian, haystack, Hazelhurst, hazy, head's, headlong, 
headquarters, healer, hearsay, hearts, heated, hee-haw, heed, heel, height, 
^!ffK;i^! Pl"«' »«"^y' Herbert, hero, hi-fi. hickory, high-rise, 

hillbillies, Hilliard, hilly, hippies, histories, hitch, holdup, hole, 
holiness, Holland, homeless, homemaker, homesick honestly, honor, hood 
hooky, hoop. Hoover, hope's, hoped, hopeless , horn, hospital, hot-headed, 
housecoat, housekeeper, hover, how'd, huddled, Hughes, humanize, humble, 
humped, hunched, hundreds, hunger, Huntley, huntman, hurted, hush, Hyde 
hymnal, hypnotism, hypnotist, hypnotized * 

iceberg, icicles, icing, ideal, identical, identify, ignorance, ignorant, 
imagination, impressed, inches, incinerator, including, increase, indiv- 
idually, individuals, indoors, inexpensive, infected, inflated, influence, 
inform, ingredients, injure, injured, inquiring, insert, inserted, inserting, 
instances, instinct, instruct, insulin, integrate, intend, intentionally 
interests, interfere, internally, international, interviewing, interviews 
inle.sdne, intoxicated, invest, investigate, invite, Irish, ironing, 
isolnred 

jack, jacked, Jacksonville, jaundice, jazz, Jeffrey, jello, Jenny, iets, 
Jew Jewish. Jews, Jim, Jimmy, job's, Joey, John's, joining, joint, jokes, 
jolly, joy, judged, juice, junction, jungles, jury, justice, jut 
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Kansas, keel, keeper, Kennedy's, keypunching, kick, kickball, kicked, 
kidding, kidnap, kidney, kidneys, killer, kindergarten, kindness, 
klniolk, kingdom, kiss, kit, kitcb-- le tte , kitten, kneel, knit, knowhow 

lahorrr, lack, lamps, Lancaster, lancing, landmark, landmarks, lands, 
lauKimK^S lord, laryngitis. Lassie, lasted, latch, latched, latest, 
lawful, Lnwu, Lawrence, laws, lawyer's, lays, Lazarus, lazy, leaf, 
U-a«ues, leaking, lean, leaned, leap, learner, learns, lectures, led, 
lend, Leroy, libraries, licking, lieutenant, life's, lift, lifted, 
lifting, lighter, lighthouse, lightning, likewise, lilies, limb, limbs, 
limit, limited, lined, lines, lining, lintel, lips, listened, listens, 
lit, litter, lively, liver, Liverpool, ]oaded, loaning, located, loca- 
tion, London, loosen, Louis, lovable, lovely, lukewarm, lunches, lunch- 
time , lyrics 

machinery, mackerel, mag,a^:ines, magic, magician, mail, mailman, major, 
managers, mandolin, Manhattan, maniac, manner, manpower, marching, 
marine, Marion, mark, market, marking, marrying, Martha, Marty, masks, 
Masten, matches, materials, matinees, matters, meaning, meanings, mean- 
ness, meantime, meanwhile, measure, measured, measuring, meddling, Medgar, 
Medicare, Melissa, men's, mentioned, Metcalf, Mexico, Miami, Michael, 
Michael's, middle-aged, midst, Mike, militant, military, miller, millers, 
millionaire, mills, milograph, minded, minding, mines, mingle, mini, 
minidresses, ministers, Minneapolis, misery, mishaps, misled, mistaken, 
misunderstand, misunderstood, misuse, misusing, moan, mockingbird, modern, 
moist, molasses, molder, molds, mom, monarchs, monopolize, monster, 
monuments, moody, mop, morale, moseying, motel, motherless, motion, 
moLOihoat, motors, mourn, mouths, mud, mudding, muffins, muleheads, 
multiplication, multiply, murders, museum, musicians 

nails, named, napkins, nation, nations, naughty, naval, nay, nearly, 
nearsighted, neater, necessarily, neckline, neckties, needing, needy, 
neice, nephew, newlywedding , Newman, Niagara, nicest, Wicho .son, 
nickle, niece, nigger, niggers, night's, nightcap, nine-fifteen, 
ninety, nitty-gritty, Noah's, noisy, nope, nor, normal, northern, 
nose, nosebleeds, noticing, notify, notion, November, nude, nuinb , 
numbers 

occasion, ocean, odd, odds, offering, officer, officials, oft, Okee- 
chobee, old-time, old-timer, one-thirty, operations, opinions, orchard, 
orders, organizations, originally, other's, ours, outcome, outdoor, 
outgrow, output, outspoken, outstanding, overall, overcrowded, overdose, 
owe , owed , owned 

pa, package » packed, paddled, paddles, page, pail, pained, pains, pairt, 
painted, painting, paired, pairs, pajamas, palace, pan, paralyzed, 
parents', parked, parks, parted, participated, participating, partners, 
partnership, passengers, pastime, pastor's, patch, patched, patching, 
patiently, patriarchs, patted, Paul, pave, pavement, peaks, peanuts. 
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pearl, peculiar, penny, per, percent, percentage, perched, perches, 
perfect, perfectly, performed, perish, personally, personnel, pertain- 
ing, pet, Pete, Peter, petted, petticoat, pheasants, Phil, Philip, 
physical, picks, picnics, pierce, pies, pile, piled, pillows, pimp, 
pimpln^\, pimps, pinch, pinching, pinned, pinpoint, pity, placed, placing, 
phuu', planes, plank, planks, planted, planters, plaster, players, 
playmati^s, pleasing, pledge, pliers, plop, plowed, plugging, plumbing, 
poi'koi-size, pointing, points, poke, poking, poles, policemen, polices, 
poiicowoman, policy, polite, politic, politics, polluted, pollution, 
pompndour, pony, pooched, pools, popcorn, pops, popsicle, population, 
porter, portion, pose, posed, positions, postman, potato, potential, 
pour, pouring, powder, practicing, praise, preacher's, preachers, 
preaching, preferably, prejudice, prepared, pressured, pricks, pride, 
prince, principals, printed, printing, prints, prizes, probing, pro- 
ceduret., process, procuring, products, profanity, profession, progress- 
ing, promised, promoted, propped, prosperous, proteins, protesting, 
protests, providing, psychiatry, puckered, pudding, Puerto Rican, punch, 
puncture, punish, pure, purpose, pusher, Pyle 

queen, Quentin, quicker, quiz 

racial, rack, racks, rage, rags, rakes, ramble, rangers, ransacked, 
rape, rapid, rapidly, raring, rate, raved, rayon, reader, reality, 
realized, realizing, rear, reared, reasonable, recall, receive, 
recession, recollect, recommended, recreation, rectified, recuperate, 
reed, refer, reflect, reflecting, reflection, reform, refuses, refusing, 
register, registrar, regret, rehabilitation, rehearsal, rejected, rent- 
ing, rents, repairing, repairmen, repeating, repent, replace, reporter, 
reports, representative, representatives, represents, republic. Repub- 
licans, reruns, rescue, research, resemble, resembles, reserve, resist- 
ing, respecting, responsibilities, restaurants, retarded, revenge, 
reverend, revival, rewarded, rewards, rheumatism, Rhodes, rhyme, rhythm, 
rihber, ribs, Richman, rickety, ridicule, rightly, ring, ringing, Ring- 
ling, riot, rip, rite, riverboat, rivet, roasts, robbed, Robinson, rocket, 
rockets, rodding, rode, roller, Roman, romance, Roosevelt, rooting, roped, 
Rosetta, rotate, roughing, roused, route, rowing, rub, rubber, rubbing, 
rugged, ruin, ruining, rule, rules, runaround, rural, rushed, rushing, 
Ruth 

sacks, sad-looking, sadly, sacely, safer, safety, Sally, saloons, salted, 
Sammy, sanders , sang, sanitation, Santa, sass, sassafras, sassy, Satan, 
saves, saving, saws, scalpel, scarey, scareycrow, scarred, scars, schedule; 
school's, schoolboy, schoolgirls, schoolteacher, scientists, scissors, 
scold, scoros, Scotland, scrape, screw, screwdriver, scriptures, scrub- 
bing, scuffled, sculpture, sea, secretarial, seed, self-made, selfish, 
selling, semester, seminar, seraipro, senators, sensible, sentenced, 
sergeait, servo, serviceman, set-up, setback, sets, settee, settling, 
seventy-fiVl^ seventy-nin. , seventy-two, sewn, sexual, shack, shady, 
shaggy, shakedown, shamed, shameful, share, sharecrop, shares, sharper, 
shaved, shear, -'eep, Sheffield, shelter, shift, shindig, shines, ship. 
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shorihnnd, shout, shouting, shoved, shower, shrubbery, shucks, shy, 
sicioway, sights, sij^htsee, signal, signs, silk, sincerely, sinking, 
simis, sister's, sitter, situated, situations, sixth, sixty-fifth, 
sixry-four, sixty-nine, sixty-one, sixty-seven, sixty-two, sized,' 
skating, skiff, skiing, skilled, skinning, skirt, skyrockets, slabs, 
slain, slaps, sleeve, sleeves, slept, slightest, slim, slingshot, 
slipping, slot, slowly, slumped, smarter, smell, smelling, smiled, 
smog, smokes, snakes, snap, snapped, snaps, snatched, sneaked, sniping, 
snore, snotty, snowed, snowf lakes, snows, so-and-so, sob, sobbing, 
sod, softly, sold, solemn, solid, solution, solving, somethings, sonny, 
soothe, soprano, sore, sorghum, sorrowful, sorrowing, sorted, souls, 
sow, spaghetti, Spanish-Am.erican , spank, spanking, spares, sparking, 
Spartanburg, spatula, speaker, specially, speed, spells, spice, spine, 
spirits, spiritualist, spirituals, spoil, spoiling, sponsor, spooks, 
sporting, sprung, squads, square, squealing, squeezing, squirrel, 
squirrels, stabbed, stabbing, stack, stairs, stamped, stare, stated, 
stationed, stations, Statler's, statues, steadily, steadying, steam, 
steamed, stepdaddy, stepfather, stepmother, Steve, Steve's, stewardess, 
stick-em-up, sticks, stir, stitching, stockade, stocked, stocker, 
stocking, stockings, storming, storms, straightening, straightens, 
strain, strangers, strangler's, strap, straw, strayed, streetcar, 
streetcars, stricken, stride, striking, stripped, strive, striving, 
stroll, strolling, strooched, struck, struggle, struggling, student's, 
studied, stumbled, stunned, styling, stylist, subjects, substantial, 
subtract, succeeding, success, suffered, suffering, sufficient, sug- 
gestion, suicide, sundown, sunning, sunshiny, superiors, supermarket, 
superstart, supervising, supply, supported, supposing, supreme, 
Supremes, surface, surprise, surprising, survivals, suspended, sus- 
picion, suspicious, swapping, sweetest, sweetheart, swept, swiftly, 
switch, switches, swo lied, sword, synagogue, Syracuse, syrup, system, 
sys terns 

tablecloths, tag, tailor, tails, tale, tango, tapes, tastes, tavern, 
tnxation, Taylor, teased, Ted, telegraph, telephones, televisions, 
tellor, tellers, tempered, temporary, temptations, tempted, tenant, 
tenants, Tennessee, tensions, terrifying, tested, thanking, thanks, 
thanksgiving, iheresa, thermometer, theyself, thicker, thief, thirteenth, 
thirty-ninth, thirty-three, thirty-two, thousands, threat, three-thirty, 
throats, throb, throne, thumb, tick, timers, ciming, tin, tip, tipping,' 
tips, tiptoe, tiresome, token, tolerably, tongue, tools, toothache, 
toothpicks, topcoats, tops, torch, tossing, cocal, touched, touching, 
tougher, tower, toy, tracks, tractors, tragic, transact, transplant, 
trapping, trash, traveler, tray, treating, treatment, treatments, 
treats, trek, trench, trick, trombone, trophies, trucking, truly, 
truthfully, tub, tube, tuberculosis, tubes, tubs, tuckerad , tuition, 
tuned, tuning, turkey, tutor, twenties, twentieth, twenty-eight, twenty- 
fifth, twenty-first, twenty-ninth, twent>-three , twigs, twins, twist, 
two-room, tying, types, typist 
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ugly, uhuh, ulcerated, uncertain, uncle's, unconcerned, undergrowth, 
underprivileged, undershirt, undertaking, underwear, undo, undressed, 
iinomployod , unexpected, unhealthy, unhook, unkind, unlimited, unloaded, 
unmarried, unnecessarily, unp leased, unqualified, untie, uphold, upper, 
uproar, ups, upsetted, upsetting, upside, uptown, urban, urgent, urn, 
iisolul, Utlca, utilities, utility 

v«lue, vampires, vanilla, variety, vase, version, veteran's, vice, 
vice-president, victim, viewers, violating, violent, violinist, Vir- 
ginia, voltage, volunteer, voting, voyage 

wade, wading, wages, waitress, waken, Wales, Wallace, wallet, walnut, 
Walter, wander, wardrobe, warned, warning, wars, Washington's, washroom, 
water's, waters, Waverly, waves, WBEN, wealthy, weapon, wearied, wears, 
weary, weather's, Webster, wedlock, weekends, weekday, weep, weeped, 
weighed, weighing, weighs, weiner, welcome, Welk, well-cut, well-to-do, 
Westinghouse, Westminster, wet, whacked, whale, what' 11, whatever 's, 
wheat, wheelbarrow, wheelchair, wheelchairs, whereas, whey, whispered, 
whiz, who'll, wholesale, whom, whomever, whose, wide, widow, widow's 
wilderness, William, winners, wins, winters, wintry, wipe, wiser, 
witchcraft, withdraw, women's^ wondered, wonderfully, wood's, woody, 
wool, WOR, workman, worsen ^ worser, wrangler, wrap, wrapped, wrapping, 
wrestle, wrestling's, writ, writer, writes, WUFO 

x-ray, >-rays, xylophone 

yell, yellow, yep, YMCA, youngest, youngster 
zero, zippers, zoo 



ERIC C^esnry^tiouse 



MAY 2 8 1973 
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